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abruptly  

quickly and without warning 

"But won't the shock be too much for the children, shutting the room 

up abruptly, for good?" 

accuracy  

the quality of being near to the true value 

Oh, occasionally they frightened you with their clinical accuracy, they 

startled you, gave you a twinge 

cemetery  

a tract of land used for burials 

The house was full of dead bodies, it seemed. It felt like a mechanical 

cemetery. So silent. None of the humming hidden energy of machines 

waiting to function at the tap of a button. 

compete  

engage in a contest or measure oneself against 
others 



The house is wife and mother now, and nursemaid. Can I compete with 

an African veldt? Can I give a bath and scrub the children as efficiently 

or quickly as the automatic scrub bath can? 

consider  

give careful thought to 

"We're considering it."  

"I don't think you'd better consider it any more, Father." 

contemplate  

think intently and at length, as for spiritual 
purposes 

The more I see of the mess we've put ourselves in, the more it sickens 

me. We've been contemplating our mechanical, electronic navels for 

too long. 

crouch  

the act of bending low with the limbs close to 
the body 

Mr. Hadley looked at his wife and they turned and looked back at the 

beasts edging slowly forward crouching, tails stiff. 



destructive  

causing damage 

In this case, however, the room has become a channel toward 

destructive thoughts, instead of a release away from them. 

efficiency  

skillfulness in avoiding wasted time and effort 

A miracle of efficiency selling for an absurdly low price. Every home 

should have one. 

engrossed  

giving or marked by complete attention to 

"I think we'd better get downstairs before those kids get engrossed 

with those damn beasts again." 

exhale  

expel air 

and the sound of the matted lion lungs exhaling on the silent noontide, 

and the smell of meat from the panting, dripping mouths. 



exquisite  

of extreme beauty 

and the yellow of them was in your eyes like the yellow of an exquisite 

French tapestry, the yellows of lions and summer grass 

fantasy  

imagination unrestricted by reality 

It was all right to exercise one's mind with gymnastic fantasies, but 

when the lively child mind settled on one pattern...? 

flicker  

move back and forth very rapidly 

A shadow passed through the sky. The shadow flickered on George 

Hadley's upturned, sweating face. 

illusion  

an act of deception, considered magical by naive 
observers 



The lions looked up from their feeding, watching him. The only flaw to 

the illusion was the open door through which he could see his wife, far 

down the dark hall, like a framed picture, eating her dinner abstractedly. 

insufferable  

extremely unpleasant or annoying 

We've never lifted a hand. They're insufferable—let's admit it. They 

come and go when they like; they treat us as if we were offspring. 

They're spoiled and we're spoiled. 

intersperse  

place between or among 

If you intersperse this Africa with a little variety—oh, Sweden perhaps, 

or Denmark or China. 

jaunt  

a journey taken for pleasure 

but most of the time what fun for everyone, not only your own son and 

daughter, but for yourself when you felt like a quick jaunt to a foreign 

land, a quick change of scenery. 



leisure  

time available for ease and relaxation 

One of the original uses of these nurseries was so that we could study 

the patterns left on the walls by the child's mind, study at our leisure, 

and help the child. 

mechanical  

relating to or concerned with machinery or tools 

And again George Hadley was filled with admiration for the mechanical 

genius who had conceived this room. 

mental  

involving the mind or an intellectual process 

Oh, they look real, I must admit—Africa in your parlor—but it's all 

dimensional, superreactionary, supersensitive color film and mental tape 

film behind glass screens. 

neurosis  

a mental illness that makes you behave in an 
unusual way 



"It's supposed to help them work off their neuroses in a healthful way." 

nursery  

a child's room for a baby 

They stood on the thatched floor of the nursery. It was forty feet across 

by forty feet long and thirty feet high; it had cost half again as much as 

the rest of the house. "But nothing's too good for our children," George 

had said. 

odor  

any property detected by the sense of smell 

Now the hidden odorophonics were beginning to blow a wind of odor 

at the two people in the middle of the baked veldtland. The hot straw 

smell of lion grass, the cool green smell of the hidden water hole, the 

great rusty smell of animals, the smell of dust like a red paprika in the 

hot air. 

pelt  

body covering of a living animal 



And here were the lions now, fifteen feet away, so real, so feverishly and 

startlingly real that you could feel the prickling fur on your hand, and 

your mouth was stuffed with the dusty upholstery smell of their heated 

pelts 

persecute  

cause to suffer 

the usual violences, a tendency toward a slight paranoia here or there, 

usual in children because they feel persecuted by parents constantly 

recede  

pull back or move away or backward 

Now, as George and Lydia Hadley stood in the center of the room, the 

walls began to purr and recede into crystalline distance, it seemed, and 

presently an African veldt appeared, in three dimensions, on all sides, in 

color reproduced to the final pebble and bit of straw. 

relish  

vigorous and enthusiastic enjoyment 



With the children gone, the two men stood studying the lions clustered 

at a distance, eating with great relish whatever it was they had caught. 

respond  

react favorably or as hoped 

"The fool room's out of order," he said. "It won't respond." 

rustle  

a light noise, like the noise of leaves blowing 
in the wind 

And now the sounds: the thump of distant antelope feet on grassy sod, 

the papery rustling of vultures. 

rut  

a settled and monotonous routine that is hard to 
escape 

"Or it can't respond," said Lydia, "because the children have thought 

about Africa and lions and killing so many days that the room's in a 

rut." 



smear  

a streak or mark made by dirt or some sticky 
substance 

The smell of hot grass was on it and the smell of a lion. There were 

drops of saliva on it, it had been chewed, and there were blood smears 

on both sides. 

steadily  

in a continuous manner 

"I'm afraid." She came to him and put her body against him and cried 

steadily. "Did you see? Did you feel? It's too real." 

subside  

wear off or die down 

Just before he stepped inside, he heard a faraway scream. And then 

another roar from the lions, which subsided quickly. 

tantrum  

a display of bad temper 



When I punished him a month ago by locking the nursery for even a 

few hours—the tantrum he threw! 

telepathic  

communicating without apparent physical signals 

Remarkable how the nursery caught the telepathic emanations of the 

children's minds and created life to fill their every desire. 

tremble  

move quickly and involuntarily up and down or 
sideways 

He looked at the door and saw it tremble as if something had jumped 

against it from the other side. 

unnecessary  

not needed 

You're beginning to feel unnecessary too. 

vague  

not clearly understood or expressed 



My dear George, a psychologist never saw a fact in his life. He only 

hears about feelings, vague things. 

vulture  

a large diurnal bird of prey feeding chiefly on 
carrion 

"Nothing over there I can see but cleaned bone, and the vultures 

dropping for what's left." 
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