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THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PAJAMAS

CHAPTERS ONE, TWO

Vocabulary: Synonyms are words with similar meanings. Draw a line from each word in
column A to its synonym in column B. Then use the words in column A to fill in the
blanks in the sentences below.

A B

1. chaos a. indifferently

2. frustration b. limitations

3. dismissively c. immediate

4. presumed d. annoyance

5. desolate e. preferences

6. restrictions f. disorder

7. foreseeable g. lifeless

8. priorities h. supposed

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. The man was ____________________ to be innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

2. Your ____________________ are wrong if you choose to watch television instead of finish-
ing your report.

3. Happy with the community and its schools, my family intends to live here for the
____________________ future.

4. The severe hurricane left the town in a state of __________________ .

5. There are so many ____________________ on the use of the playground that no one
wants to come here anymore.

6. After trying in vain to solve the math problem, the student shook her head in
____________________. 

7. The busy saleswoman waved the children off ____________________ when they asked
her lots of questions.

8. The astronaut took a walk on the rocky, ____________________ surface of the moon. 

Read to find out why Bruno is upset about moving.
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Chapters One, Two (cont.)

Questions:

1. Why doesn’t Bruno understand the nature of his father’s job?

2. How does Bruno’s mother feel about leaving the house in Berlin?

3. How does Bruno feel about his sister?

4. Why is Bruno reluctant to leave Berlin?

5. How does Bruno react to his new house?

6. How do Bruno and Maria react to the young soldier in the hall?

Questions for Discussion:

1. Why do you think Bruno’s mother fails to tell her son the exact nature of his father’s
job?

2. Do you think Bruno’s mother could  have done anything to make the move easier for
her son?

3. In your opinion, could Bruno’s mother have convinced her husband not to leave Berlin?

4. Why do you think that looking out the window makes Bruno feel “very cold and
unsafe”?

Literary Device: Point of view

In literature, the point of view refers to the person telling the story. It can be narrated by
a character in the book or by the author. Sometimes even though the book is narrated by
the author, it focuses on the thoughts and feelings of only one character. From this point
of view, we observe the actions through the eyes of only one of the characters in the story.

Who is telling the story?

______________________________________________________________________________________

On whose thoughts and feelings does the narration focus? Why do you think the author
chose this point of view?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
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Chapters One, Two (cont.)

Literary Element: Setting

In literature, the setting is the time and place in which a story occurs. Setting is especially
important in a historical novel such as this one.

What is the setting of this novel?

______________________________________________________________________________________

What details about the setting help make the characters’ times and lifestyles seem real?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Social Studies Connection:

Bruno talks about the “Fury,” which is a mispronunciation of Fuhrer, the title given to
the dictator Adolph Hitler. “The beautiful blonde woman” Bruno refers to is Eva Braun.
Do some research to find out more about her and her relationship with Hitler.

Writing Activity:

Bruno’s mother tells him to make the best of a bad situation. Write about a time when
you had to do this.
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CHAPTERS THREE – FIVE

Vocabulary: Use the words in the Word Box and the clues below to complete the
crossword puzzle.

WORD BOX
acknowledging customary exasperation insolent
complementing decidedly inscription significance
considerate distinctly insistent torture
conviction
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Across
2. thoughtful

4. words engraved on a hard surface

0. completing

1. cause great pain

2. without question

3. strong belief

Down
1. synonym for 12 Across

3. admitting to be true

5. importance

6. usual

7. extreme annoyance

8. boldly rude

9. continuing to make a firm demand

1

1

1

1



Chapters Three – Five (cont.)

Questions:

1. How does Gretel feel about the new house?

2. Why does Gretel hesitate before looking out of Bruno’s window?

3. Why is Gretel surprised when she looks out the window?

4. How are the children on the other side of the fence treated by the soldiers?

5. How does Gretel react to the children on the other side of the fence?

6. How were the two trains headed eastward from the station in Berlin different?

7. How does Bruno’s father react to his son’s desire to go home?

Questions for Discussion:

1. Do you think that Bruno and his sister Gretel have a normal relationship or one
that is made more difficult by the times in which they live?

2. Why do you think it is so difficult for Bruno and Gretel to understand the true
nature of Auschwitz?

3. How would you describe Bruno’s relationship with his father? Do you think that
the Commandant is a good father?

4. How do you know when to keep your mouth shut and when to follow orders? Is
there ever a time when someone should not follow orders?

5. What do you think Bruno’s father means when he says that the people on the
other side of the fence are not people at all?

Literary Devices:

I. Simile—A simile is a figure of speech in which two unlike objects are compared using
the words “like” or “as.” For example:

As they [the Nazi soldiers] left they stood in a row together 
like toy soldiers . . . .

What is being compared?

__________________________________________________________________________________

What does the comparison suggest about the Nazi soldiers?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Read to find out why Bruno is upset about moving.
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Chapters Three – Five (cont.)

I. Flashback—A flashback is a scene or series of scenes showing events that happened
at an earlier time. Indicate where the flashback begins and ends in Chapter Five.
What purpose does this flashback serve?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Social Studies Connection:

Bruno’s father has taught him how to do the Hitler salute, adapted by the Nazi Party as
a sign of loyalty to its leader, Adolph Hitler. The salute is accompanied by the exclama-
tion of the words Heil Hitler! said in a firm and usually loud voice. Do some research to
find out about the origin of this salute and how it was used in Hitler’s Germany.

Writing Activity:

Describe a time when you had a disagreement with one of your parents. What was the
disagreement about? How was it resolved?
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ANSWER KEY

Chapters One, Two
Vocabulary: 1. f   2. d   3. a   4. h   5. g   6. b   7. c   8. e; 1. presumed   2. priorities   3. foreseeable   4. chaos

5. restrictions   6. frustration   7. dismissively   8. desolate
Questions: 1. Nobody ever explains his father’s job to Bruno: they just say it is important and that the “Fury”

has big things in mind for him. 2. Bruno’s mother seems upset and sad about leaving the house
in Berlin. 3. Bruno thinks Gretel is a “Hopeless Case” and would not care if she stayed behind in
Berlin. 4. Bruno is reluctant to leave Berlin because he loves his large, comfortable house, which
is close to his grandparents and accessible to his three good friends. 5. Bruno thinks the new
house is desolate and small, set in a place where there are no other houses, and thus, no friends
nearby. 6. Bruno takes an instant dislike to the young soldier, finding the man too serious. Maria
seems awed by his presence, as she stands very straight and holds her hands in front of her with-
out looking into his face.

Chapters Three – Five
Vocabulary: Across—2. considerate   4. inscription   10. complementing   11. torture   12. distinctly   13. con-

viction; Down—1. decidedly   3. acknowledging   5. significance   6. customary   7. exasperation
8. insolent   9. insistent

Questions: 1. Gretel doesn’t like the new house, but she defers to her father and plans to make the best of
it. 2. Gretel hesitates because there is something in Bruno’s manner as he looks out the window
that upsets her. 3. Gretel is surprised because she cannot seem to make sense of the huge fence
and what lay beyond it: a grassless area with low huts and large square buildings; smoke stacks
in the distance; groups of boys and men. 4. The soldiers shout at the children, causing some of
them to cry. 5. Gretel thinks the children on the other side of the fence are dirty and wants to
avoid them. 6. Bruno’s train was comfortable with few people, while the train on the other track
was crowded and uncomfortable. 7. Bruno’s father tells his son that “Out-With” is their new home
now and insists that he becomes accustomed to the idea.

Chapters Six, Seven
Vocabulary: 1. c   2. f   3. g   4. h   5. a   6. d   7. b   8. e; 1. diversion   2. incredulous   3. irritable   4. engaged

5. enforced   6. escapade   7. reverberated   8. distaste
Questions: 1. After Bruno calls his father stupid, Maria is horrified, insisting that his father is a good man.

2. Maria feels grateful because the Commandant gave her a job and paid for her mother’s hospi-
tal care and funeral expenses. 3. Both Bruno and Gretel feel uncomfortable when Kotler treats
Pavel in a disrespectful way. 4. Pavel carries Bruno back to the house and kindly and gently
administers to his wounds. 5. Bruno is surprised that a doctor would be waiting on tables.

Chapters Eight – Ten
Vocabulary: 1. dominated–controlled or ruled   2. coincide–happen at the same time   3. devise–think up 

or plan   4. tolerant–accepting of the beliefs and ways of others   5. retrieved–got back again
6. sinister–threatening   7. rummaged–searched thoroughly   8. confirmed–proved to be true
9. forlorn–miserable and hopeless   10. resolution–something decided upon

Questions: 1. After the play that turned out to be the last one, Grandmother had a fight with Bruno’s father
and stormed out of the house. 2. Grandmother thought that her son should care less about the uni-
form and more about what it represented. 3. Herr Liszt believes that the only books that are
important are those about things that matter in his contemporary world and not about fiction. 
4. Bruno decides to explore because he wonders what the difference is between the people in the
striped pajamas and the people wearing the uniforms. 5. Bruno thinks that Shmuel’s face is
strange because it appears to be very thin and grey, and his eyes seem very sad. 6. While Bruno
can only see how he and Shmuel are alike, Shmuel can see the big difference.

Chapters Eleven – Thirteen
Vocabulary: 1. extravagant   2. enunciating   3. disdain   4. contradict   5. catastrophe   6. vital   7. deliber-

ately   8. administered
Questions: 1. Bruno considered the Fury as being a rude guest after he expressed displeasure that Gretel was

learning French, and abruptly left a conversation with the children to sit down in Father’s seat at
the head of the table. 2. The blonde woman continued to talk kindly to the children after the Fury
walked out, praising Gretel for learning French and showing concern for Bruno’s tight shoes.
3. It is clear that Bruno does not understand Shmuel’s plight when he compares Shmuel’s move
to Out-With with his; does not believe that so many people could live in one room in the ghetto; or
that there were no doors on Shmuel’s train. Furthermore, he can’t understand why the hundreds
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