
Part 1 Chapter 2

Part 1 Chapter 2 Summary

Chapter 2 introduces a new, unnamed character who lives in Scarborough. The author provides a physical description of
a "small, slim man" with an Indian complexion. He is purposeful in his movements and wears a warm, winter coat even
though the weather is mild.

Part 1 Chapter 2 Analysis

The reader is given no indication as to who this newly introduced character is. The author is creating more suspense for
his story by setting the stage for multiple locations. Additionally, this chapter is not written using a first-person point of
view as the first chapter was but a third-person point of view instead.
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Part 1 Chapter 3

Part 1 Chapter 3 Summary

The main character tells the story of how he got his name. He was named after a swimming pool in Paris that was visited
by one of his father's good friends, Francis Adirubasamy. The main character feels a great deal of affection for Mr.
Adirubasamy and calls him Mamji, a respectful affectionate term for uncle in his native tongue. Mamji, in his younger
years, was a champion competitive swimmer.

Even though the main character's family did not enjoy swimming the same way Mamji did, the main character's father
loved the talk of it. Mamji would indulge him with the talk of the swimming pools in Paris, where he studied for 2 years
in the early 1930's. He would tell them about the swimming pools, about their histories and about those built and used for
the Olympics. He also discussed at length and in colorful detail the lack of hygiene of the French and their swimming
pools.

In Mamji's opinion, there was no rival to the spectacular pool, Piscine Molitor. It was ideal for a competitive swimmer
because it contained two pools, one indoors and the other outdoors. Even more important, the water was clean. It also
included changing rooms, hot showers, an exercise room, a beach, a sunning deck and a bar, among other amenities.

To Mamji and the main character's family, this pool was spoken of with reverence and admiration. When the main
character was born, he was named after the swimming pool: Piscine Molitor Patel.

Part 1 Chapter 3 Analysis

In this chapter, the reader learns the main character's full name and how he got it. The reader learns more about the main
character, along with a little history of his immediate family and his early years.

Swimming is an important theme for Piscine and his childhood. Also important in this chapter is the introduction of
Mamji. The author begins to fill in details about Piscine and the reader gets to know more about his history in this
chapter. We find out that his father is a zookeeper who loved to talk about swimming as an escape.Again, the theme of
simplicity appears in Piscine's description of swimming and the pleasure of the rhythm of a good stroke.
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Part 1 Chapter 4

Part 1 Chapter 4 Summary

In Chapter 4, the narrator introduces the Pondicherry Zoo. Pondicherry is the territory in India where Piscine grew up.
Once Pondicherry became a territory of India in 1954, the Pondicherry Botanical Gardens became a zoo founded by
Piscine's father, Mr. Santosh Patel. Mr. Patel had been a hotelkeeper and thought that the transition to zookeeping would
be natural. The zoo became a source of a little enjoyment and many headaches.

To Piscine, the zoo was heaven on earth. He loved growing up in and around the zoo. His life was surrounded by
animals. He awoke to the roar of lions as his morning alarm and enjoyed his meals with the sounds of monkeys and
exotic birds. On his way to school, he would walk past the habitations of various other exotic animals.

Piscine then discussed the "nonsense" that animals are not happy living in a zoo. He argued that animals in the wild are
driven by hunger and fear having to defend themselves from the environment, predators and parasites. Thus, they
become creatures of habit, moving around in the same area and using the same routes year after year. The area they
inhabit becomes their home. He used an analogy that if someone were to barge into your home and declare you free to
go, you would think that person was crazy and ask him to leave. You own your home and want to remain there. Animals
feel the same. Consequently, in the zoo, their home, a territory is created for them where they do not have to worry about
predators or hunger. He said that after the animals settle in, they come to feel like a landowner rather than a prisoner.
They become protective of their territory and treat it as they would their territory in the wild. Piscine argued that most
animals actually prefer the zoo with its lack of disease and predators and abundance of food and water.

Piscine also understood that zoos are generally not favored by many because of the confinement of the animals. He
likened this opinion to religion, in that both are plagued by the issues of freedom and confinement.The chapter closes by
relating that the zoo no longer exists, except in memories.

Part 1 Chapter 4 Analysis

The image of Piscine as a child reveling in the wonder of the animals underscores the themes of simplicity and beauty of
nature. Considering the amount of the chapter devoted to Piscine's discussion of captivity versus freedom, it foreshadows
that this subject will become a more pervasive theme in the book. There is also foreshadowing in this chapter that shows
the reader how Piscine may handle challenges in his life based on his experiences while he was growing up with the
animals and having considered their freedom and confinement at great length.
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Part 1 Chapter 5

Part 1 Chapter 5 Summary

The story about how Piscine got his name is not over. As he grew up and entered school, the trouble he received for his
name was never ending from his classmates to his teachers. No one could properly pronounce his name, so they chose to
call him names such as "Pissing Patel."

Finally Piscine got to change schools and attend the medium secondary school where his brother went. On the first day of
school, all the students took their turns introducing themselves. When it came time for Piscine to introduce himself, he
ran to the chalkboard and wrote "My name is Piscine Molitor Patel, known to all as Pi Patel." Pi repeated his introduction
in each one of his classes. Much to Pi's delight, the name stuck.

Part 1 Chapter 5 Analysis

We now know the full story of Pi's name. This scene is significant because it serves as further development of our main
character. We have a better understanding of who he was as a young man and what he experienced as a child growing up.
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Part 1 Chapter 6

Part 1 Chapter 6 Summary

Chapter 6 is a short chapter that reintroduces a nameless male character who was first discussed in Chapter 2. He is
described as a great cook with an extensive spice collection. For the first time, we learn that the scene takes place in
India, but this gentleman cooks Western meals, like Mexican food, very well. He also keeps an abundant amount of food
in his home.

Part 1 Chapter 6 Analysis

This chapter, unlike Chapter 2, in which our nameless main character is introduced, is written in first person. Both this
chapter and Chapter 2 are printed in italics, clearly showing that the author wants these scenes set apart from the rest of
the book. We do not yet know who this character is or what his significance is.
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Part 1 Chapter 7

Part 1 Chapter 7 Summary

Pi introduces one of his favorite teachers from his youth, Mr. Satish Kumar. Mr. Kumar was a Communist and the first
atheist Pi had ever met. He is described as looking quite peculiar with a balding head and a large, round belly.

Mr. Kumar visited the zoo often and Pi recalls the first time his saw Mr. Kumar at the zoo. Not knowing how to handle
the situation, Pi kept his distance until Mr. Kumar saw him and waved him over to the Indian rhino exhibit. As they
watched the rhinos and their roommates, the goats, Mr. Kumar remarked that he wished that the country's politicians
could get along as well as the goats. Pi, not knowing much about politics answered back that religion is the answer. Mr.
Kumar refuted his answer and went on to explain his atheistic beliefs to young Pi. Mr. Kumar's atheism dated back to his
childhood when his body was racked with polio and he cried out to God, but God never came. Although Mr. Kumar's
discussion frightened young Pi, Mr. Kumar would become his favorite teacher and mentor and the reason he studied
zoology. From this discussion Pi began to learn that atheists were just people with a different faith. Pi says, however, that
he cannot tolerate agnostics. We are all entitled to have doubts about our faith at one time or another. One cannot,
however, choose doubt as a philosophy of life.

Part 1 Chapter 7 Analysis

As the chapters progress, Pi is being developed as a character through the impact of others on his life. For example, in
this chapter we learn about the teacher who had the greatest impact on his life. We also learn that even though Pi and Mr.
Kumar had differing views on religion, Pi is tolerant and without compromising his own beliefs, learns to feel kinship
with those of althernate religions. The one issue that Pi and Mr. Kumar did agree upon is the sacredness of the zoo. Mr.
Kumar called it his temple and for Pi, it's his paradise.
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Part 1 Chapter 8

Part 1 Chapter 8 Summary

Pi's father had a sign near the entrance of the zoo that read, "Do you know which is the most dangerous animal in the
zoo?" Next to the sign was a curtain with a mirror behind it. Zookeepers consider man the most dangerous threat to the
zoo. The danger is manifest in man's cruelty toward the animals. Pi goes on to list incidences of foreign and dangerous
objects that have been fed to zoo animals throughout history. Fortunately, at his father's zoo, they had few incidences of
animal cruelty. Pi tells the story of a snake charmer who tried to steal a cobra and a woman who dangled her sari in the
lion's cage thinking they ate only meat.

Pi's father taught him that the second greatest danger in the zoo was anthropomorphism. We try to see in the animal what
we want to see in ourselves, for better or worse. Pi says this is the bane of theologians, as well as zoologists.

To erase any anthropomorphism in his children, Mr. Patel marched his sons out to the tiger's den where a starved tiger
was given a live goat. His father lectured that the boys were never to try to pet the tiger. The family watched in terror as
the hungry tiger devoured the goat. Following the tigers, Father took them to the homes of the lions and leopards, the
bears, the hippos, the hyenas, orangutans, the ostrich and elephants. At each stop he revealed to them how quickly and
easily each of the animals could kill or maim them. The family ended their tour at the cages of the guinea pigs where
Father took a guinea pig out of its cage and handed it to Pi saying that they were not dangerous and could be touched.

Part 1 Chapter 8 Analysis

Pi presents an interesting contrast in this chapter, which opens by stating that humans are the most dangerous animals in
the zoo and providing, in detail, the many ways zoo animals are tortured by humans. The chapter closes with an
exhaustive description of the many ways that the animals are dangerous to humans. Pi developed a healthy respect for the
power of all the animals, but at the end of the chapter, he was more frightened by what his brother, Ravi, was going to do
to him for having falsely accused him of wrongdoing. Ravi provided foreshadowing when he threatened that Pi will be
the next goat thrown into the tiger's den.
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Part 1 Chapter 9

Part 1 Chapter 9 Summary

Another aspect of being a zookeeper is getting the animals used to having humans nearby. Pi believes that it is an art to
be able to reduce the animals' flight distance or the minimum distance they need from a human before they flee. The
flight distance varies from animal to animal. Pi's father had the knowledge and instinct to understand the animals and put
them at ease around humans. As a result, he created a zoo of healthy, stress-free, well-socialized animals. A zookeeper
knows whether he has been successful at creating a good environment for his animals if they are relaxed enough to
reproduce. The animals at Pi's father's zoo multiplied readily.

Part 1 Chapter 9 Analysis

Pi continues to introduce the reader to the world of zookeeping and his observation of animal behavior. The reader is
given further insight into the delicate balance between humans and animals in the zoo and that to have a successful zoo,
the balance must be respected.
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Part 1 Chapter 10

Part 1 Chapter 10 Summary

As comfortable as a zoo may be, there are always animals that try to escape. The desire to escape may result from
unsatisfactory habitat. Another common escapist is the mature adult animal, for they are often too set in their ways to
adapt to new surroundings. Animals are usually escaping from something rather than planning to escape to somewhere.
Animals inherently want to feel safe, so if they don't feel safe in one place, they move to another. They become
dangerous only to those who come between them and their safe haven.

Part 1 Chapter 10 Analysis

Pi further characterizes animal behavior for the reader and discusses why animals may try to escape confinement. He
makes the point that animals do not try to change their surroundings unless there is something drastically wrong.
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Part 1 Chapter 11

Part 1 Chapter 11 Summary

Pi tells the story of a female black leopard that escaped from the Zurich Zoo during the winter. Apparently, she and the
male she was sharing her habitat with were not getting along. She escaped one night, much to the alarm of the residents
of the city. Search parties and dogs tried to find her, but to no avail. She remained on the loose for 10 weeks and was
discovered by a farm worker under a barn. He shot her and killed her. She had existed quietly, living off roe-deer, trying
to fit in to her new surroundings.

Part 1 Chapter 11 Analysis

This chapter examines the balance that the animals seek in their surroundings. Safety is also a theme. Animals are
seeking simply to exist in a safe, favorable and comfortable environment and live peacefully with those around them.
Furthermore, if they do not feel safe, they flee until they are able to find a safe place.
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Part 1 Chapter 12

Part 1 Chapter 12 Summary

The nameless man continues to tell his story even though it agitates him. The author is afraid he may want to stop, but
Richard Parker is still heavy on his mind. When the author visits his home, he always prepares an amazing vegetarian
feast that is much too spicy for the author. He loves the food, but it leaves him in tears with his stomach in knots.

Part 1 Chapter 12 Analysis

The reader now knows that the italicized chapters are a flashback to the main character of the book, Pi, imparting his
story to the author. The Author's Notes at the beginning of the book use this same italicized print and tell the story of
how the author stumbled upon a man--who turned out to be Mamji--with a story to tell about a man he knows, Pi. This
book is a result of the author's interviews with Pi. The italicized chapters tell the story of discovering this story and
putting it together.
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Part 1 Chapter 13

Part 1 Chapter 13 Summary

A lion in a zoo will attack not because it is hungry--zoo animals are well fed--or because it is mean but simply because
its territory has been invaded. So, circus trainers must establish that the ring is their territory by entering before the lions
while they watch. Once the trainer can establish that he is the super-alpha male, his wishes will be granted, whether they
be jumping through hoops or rolling over.

A trainer must make sure that he or she maintains dominance and that their alpha status is clearly understood. If the
animals begin to feel any social insecurity, aggressive, deadly behavior is likely. Part of an animal's sense of safety is tied
to its social rank.

In the example of a circus trainer with lions, it's a matter of brains over brawn. The circus trainer must psychologically
maintain his alpha male status and do so calmly, which puts the animals at ease and persuades them to do whatever the
trainer wishes.

Part 1 Chapter 13 Analysis

Animals, like humans, need to know where they belong. They are social creatures but prefer to have a well-defined social
order. Humans are no different. Our intelligence enables us to be dominant creatures, but if we question our rank or give
up our power, we are likely to be attacked by another wishing to be the alpha male. This chapter includes foreshadowing
of what Pi will be facing later in the story.
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Part 1 Chapter 14

Part 1 Chapter 14 Summary

The animal most agreeable to the wishes of the trainer is the one with the lowest social standing of the group--the omega.
The omega animal sees that it can gain the most by maintaining closeness to the alpha male. So generally, it is the omega
animals that are asked to do the most difficult tricks because they are the most eager to please.

Part 1 Chapter 14 Analysis

In this chapter we continue to learn more about animal behavior and hierarchy. We learn that the omega, or less
dominant, animal is preferred for training. Having this knowledge will undoubtedly be useful to understanding Pi's story.
Pi is imparting his zoological knowledge to the reader so that the reader will understand future events in the story.
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Part 1 Chapter 15

Part 1 Chapter 15 Summary

The author describes the man's home as a temple, full of religious symbols and artifacts. In the entryway is a picture of
Ganesha, with an elephant head. This god represents one who overcomes obstacles and enjoys good luck, wisdom and
learning. Scattered around the home are a cross, a picture of the Virgin Mary of Guadalupe and a photo of Kaaba, an
Islamic religious symbol. In his kitchen cabinet is a shrine with Ganesha again and Krishna playing the flute. There is
another Virgin Mary in the dining room, as well as a brass Ganesha sitting in his office. In his office are a prayer rug and
a wooden crucifix on the wall. Next to the man's bed is a Bible.

Part 1 Chapter 15 Analysis

It is likely from the vestiges of the man's home that he is deeply interested in religious expression. Pi as an adult is being
further characterized. We can see that he has had a great number of religious influences on his life since the early story in
the book about his discussion with his teacher, the atheist. He appears to have brought with him these influences
throughout his life. The reader may now wonder what experiences have brought these religious interests to his life. Each
one of the symbols in his home represents a belief or an experience in his life.
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Part 1 Chapter 16

Part 1 Chapter 16 Summary

Pi believes that we are born without religion and don't have any until we are introduced to it. Pi was introduced at a very
early age by his mother's sister. His Aunti Rohini saw to it that she accompanied her sister and newborn nephew in the
Hindu right of passage. From that day on Pi's interest in religion grew.

He still is a Hindu. He is faithful to the rites and rituals and their meanings. He is introduced to the different aspects of
the Brahman. One is the world soul. Nirguna goes beyond understanding and even words. Saguna has qualities and fits
within human understanding, which is expressed in the world around us, vegetation, animals and earth. Pi explains that
the human soul seeks, throughout many lives, to become united with the Brahman. The difficulty or ease of this path is
determined by Karma.

Pi introduces a woman, Antieji, as he calls her, a Quebecois and his foster mother in Toronto. When she first heard of
Hare Krishnas, she thought it meant "hairless Christians." He corrected her but also explained that Hindus are a little bit
Christian, just like Muslims are like Hindus and Christians like Muslims.

Part 1 Chapter 16 Analysis

The reader learns, very importantly, that Pi is a Hindu, despite all the religious relics from different faiths present in his
home. Knowing his religious persuasion is very important to the story. His beliefs become the glasses through which he
sees the world and the events that happen to him. In this section, he reveals the depth of his religious beliefs; they
permeate his life, his mind and his soul. His Antieji is used in this scene to illustrate his belief that the major world
religions are interrelated and intertwined. This belief is what allows him to house the various religious symbols in his
home.
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Part 1 Chapter 17

Part 1 Chapter 17 Summary

At the age of 14, Lord Krishna led Pi to meet Jesus Christ. The Patels took a rare family vacation to Munnar, famous for
its tea estates and surrounded by hills. It began as a typical family vacation with tours of the tea estates and visits to the
national park where they fed goats. During the first morning in Munnar, Pi observed three hills that stood out from the
others. Atop each hill was a temple. A Hindu temple resided on one, a mosque on the second and a Christian church on
the third hill.

Pi had never been inside a Christian church and one afternoon he decided to investigate. The first building he came to
was the rectory. He watched the priest and assistant priest seated in their office, studying. He was moved that these men
were at the ready to receive anyone. Then he dared himself to walk into the church. No one was there and he looked
around a little and left.

The next day, he returned and met Father Martin. He asked Father Martin to tell him a story, which he did. Pi found the
story of Jesus odd, that the Son had to pay the price for the sins of mankind. He could not imagine why a god would
subject himself to torture, pain and death. Father Martin assured him that it was because of love. Pi felt that this god is
too human and he became bothered by him. For three days, however, Pi returned to speak with Father Martin to hear
more and to ask more.

As much as Pi is bothered by the story of Jesus, he is moved. He continued to think about what he had learned. On the
family's last day in Munnar, Pi rushed up the hill to meet with Father Martin one final time. He told the Father that he
wanted to become a Christian. Father Martin told him that he already was a Christian in his heart. Pi was overjoyed and
entered the church, finally feeling like he belonged. He stayed and prayed and then raced over to the Hindu temple on the
first hill and thanked Lord Krishna for having put Jesus in his path.

Part 1 Chapter 17 Analysis

Pi, even as a young man is deeply spiritual and responds deeply and freely to his spiritual experiences. Even though this
chapter tells a seemingly simple story, it says much about Pi as a young man. He embraced different viewpoints even
though he was a bit scared at first. To him, Christianity connects with humanity in a different way than Hinduism. The
reader is learning more about the spiritual development of Pi, which will undoubtedly shape the story in the pages to
come. Also, the depiction of the three hills foreshadows Pi's own religious discoveries.
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Part 1 Chapter 18

Part 1 Chapter 18 Summary

Nearly a year later, Pi discovered Islam. He was out one day exploring his town and happened upon the Muslim quarter
of town. He was drawn to a mosque and had a peek inside. He saw a large open room, the sanctuary, with long straw
mats covering the floor. He continued on his tour of the Muslim quarter and happened upon a very small shop that was
selling small flat breads. After gaining the attention of the shopkeeper, they began to talk. While there, Pi was able to
witness the man saying his prayers. Watching this expression, Pi thought of Islam as little more than "hot-weather yoga
for the Bedouins."

Part 1 Chapter 18 Analysis

Again, the reader sees Pi's continuing interest in discovering religion. It is very interesting that his childhood
meanderings and adventures seem to lead him to find religion.
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Part 1 Chapter 19

Part 1 Chapter 19 Summary

Pi visited the shopkeeper again and asked him about what being a Muslim was like. Pi attended a service with the man
and noticed the openness of the sanctuary and that all the attendees sat randomly on the floor cross-legged. When it came
time to pray, he felt a deep connection to the religion as soon as his forehead hit the floor.

Part 1 Chapter 19 Analysis

The reader sees Pi explore his religious attraction further. This time it has led him to Islam. He also says in the chapter
that he is attracted to the brotherhood and devotion of the religion. Pi is a religious explorer, an explorer of the mystical.
All his adventures as a young man lead him to different religious discoveries.
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Part 1 Chapter 20

Part 1 Chapter 20 Summary

The man who introduced Pi to Islam was a Sufi, a Muslim mystic. His name was Satish Kumar. He shared the same
surname as Pi's communist, atheist mentor. These two men, Pi says, taught him biology and Islam and were the reason he
studied zoology and religion in college. He calls them the prophets of his youth.

Mr. Kumar, the Muslim, had a very personal, loving relationship with God. He and Pi would pray and chant together. Pi
felt full of glory when he would leave Mr. Kumar's very small, two-room shack. One day after leaving, he was riding
home on his bike, came to the crest of a hill where he could see forever and suddenly felt like he was in heaven. He felt
God very close to him. He felt God close to him one other time in Canada, where he saw the Virgin Mary through a puff
of fine snow falling from the trees.

Part 1 Chapter 20 Analysis

Pi's religious experiences are very deep and meaningful to him. Religion and deep convictions are a very important part
of this story. To Pi, it seems that God is God, no matter if He is found in a mosque or a temple or a church.
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Part 1 Chapter 21

Part 1 Chapter 21 Summary

The author is sitting at a café, thinking over an afternoon spent with his interview subject. He thinks of phrases that echo
in his mind and how they relate to his own life. He makes a list of the words and phrases used to describe divine
consciousness, including "...a realization that the founding principle of existence is what we call love...."

Part 1 Chapter 21 Analysis

These interludes that the author includes help the reader to understand what is being presented. He is setting the reader up
for an amazing story that is believable only if it happens to an amazing person. He wants to make sure that the reader
does not miss the depth of our main character, Pi and the depth of his soul and convictions. We see that his convictions
are just as pure and deep as they were when he was a boy before the foundations of his beliefs are shaken by events.

Part 1 Chapter 21 25



Part 1 Chapter 22

Part 1 Chapter 22 Summary

Pi briefly imagines the point just before one meets death and how it must be for an atheist or an agnostic. He imagines
the atheist's instant change of heart to believe when he sees the white light. The agnostic continues his doubt and explains
the white light away as the chemistry of the brain's failing.

Part 1 Chapter 22 Analysis

The author shows the reader how Pi uses some of the phrases of divine consciousness, especially relating to death and the
lives of atheists and agnostics and how they discover their lives are mundane and non-spiritual only at their deaths. The
author is surprised by how struck he is that his own life may be flat and lacking. In the presence of a man as pious as Pi,
he feels that his life lacks depth.
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Part 1 Chapter 23

Part 1 Chapter 23 Summary

Pi felt totally comfortable in his religious exploration and expression. Regarding those to whom it mattered, however,
they were not comfortable with his practice of Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. Neither his parents nor his religious
teachers knew of his interfaith practices and once they all found out, they decided to come together for a discussion.

Neither of Pi's parents was very religious. His father was, foremost, a businessman. Pi's mother was indifferent on the
subject, even though she had a Hindu upbringing and had been schooled as a Baptist. Although she was more interested
in books and reading than religion, she never noticed Pi's interest in various religious books. As long as he was reading,
she was happy.

Much to Pi's horror, once all the parties had converged, the three wise men, as Pi called them, began to claim Pi as their
own. Each thought that he was more faithful to their religion than to the others. Then they began disparaging each other's
beliefs. Pi and his parents were silent. Finally, Pi's father stepped in to remind them that the country allowed for freedom
of religion. They argued that he could not be a Muslim, Hindu and Christian at the same time. All eyes were on Pi
awaiting his decision. Pi said that all he wanted to do was love God and he reminded all of them of Ghandi's words that
"All religions are true." He was embarrassed. After the group fell silent for a few minutes, Pi's father interjected that he
could not blame Pi for wanting to love God. The wise men left and Pi and his family went for ice cream.

Part 1 Chapter 23 Analysis

This episode is Pi's first experience with standing up for his beliefs. His faith is challenged by all those in his life that
mean anything to him. Although he's red-faced and embarrassed, he stands up to them and uses the words of Ghandi,
whom they all respect, to defend himself and his beliefs. This story foreshadows the challenges to come in which Pi will
have to defend himself and his beliefs.
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Part 1 Chapter 24

Part 1 Chapter 24 Summary

When Ravi, Pi's elder brother, finds out about the meeting with Pi, his parents and the three religious men, he gives Pi
grief to no end.

Part 1 Chapter 24 Analysis

Ravi is as non-religious as Pi's parents but with a sense of humor about the whole subject. Pi does not share how he felt
about all of the teasing from his brother. Perhaps it helped him to have a sense of humor about the whole embarrassing
episode.

Part 1 Chapter 24 28



Part 1 Chapter 25

Part 1 Chapter 25 Summary

Pi continued to be persecuted for his interfaith practices. He felt people should pay more attention to themselves at the
least or run to the defense of the widowed and homeless rather than attack him. He changed Christian churches, no
longer lingered after Muslim prayers and attended Hindu temple at busy times when he was not detected.

Part 1 Chapter 25 Analysis

Rather than feeling he fit in everywhere, in every religion, as he once felt, Pi seems to not fit in, or feel welcome
anywhere. Through his experience he still maintains his religious convictions and practices, although he has had to adjust
to make it work for him and remain somewhat undetected. Even at this early age, Pi feels that he is further enlightened
than those around him and he can see past the issues that divide religions to see what to him is more important--care for
the widowed and homeless.
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Part 1 Chapter 26

Part 1 Chapter 26 Summary

Pi decided that he wanted to have a Christian baptism and that he wanted a prayer rug so he could pray outside. To get
these things, he had to muster the courage to talk to his father about them. He told his father his request. His father
questioned his desire. He told him that he wanted to be baptized and pray to Allah because he loved God. His father said
that he could not be both Muslim and Christian. Then his father told him to talk to his mother about it. He tried to talk to
his mother, but she avoided the subject, telling him to first talk to his father. Then she tried to talk to him about a book.
Realizing that the subject of his religion was important to Pi, she conceded to the discussion. She told him he must
choose a religion. He argued this point with her until she put her hand to her forehead. His mother conceded to his
wishes.

Part 1 Chapter 26 Analysis

Pi now finds out that not even his parents really support his interfaith practices. In fact, they don't quite understand why
he's religious at all. In this chapter, his parents come off as quite self-involved, neither of whom wants to condemn or
support him on his religious journey. Pi doesn't really reveal how he feels after learning of his parents' feelings other than
to remark that it took courage for him to bring up the subject with his father.
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Part 1 Chapter 27

Part 1 Chapter 27 Summary

Pi overheard his parents discussing him later that day. They question how he got to be so religious, especially during a
time of progress and modernization in India. They interjected their political views regarding Mrs. Ghandi and Pi's father
sees her as a passing phase, just as they hope Pi's religious fervor is a passing phase. Pi's father questioned why Pi was so
interested in Islam since, in his opinion, it was so foreign to Hinduism. They both wished that Pi could be more normal.

Part 1 Chapter 27 Analysis

In this chapter we see, through Pi's eyes, how his parents see him. The reader also learns more about their values. They
certainly value progress and secularism in wishing their son was not so religious and old fashioned. What we do not see
in this chapter is how Pi feels about this discussion between his parents. Every child who has a relatively good
relationship with his parents seems to have some desire for their approval. That desire is not apparent in Pi at this point.
During his parents' discussion of politics, Pi inserts some foreshadowing that his family will be moving to Canada. The
reasons or timing are not included at this point.
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Part 1 Chapter 28

Part 1 Chapter 28 Summary

Pi talks about his prayer rug and that he lost it. He lovingly recalls what it looked like and that it reminded him of the
sacredness of the earth and creation underneath it. He most often prayed outside because he preferred the outdoors to
anywhere else. He had a quiet corner of the yard underneath a shade tree picked out where he would pray. That spot
would always remain in his memory as a special one. He recalls his baptism as an uncomfortable event. His father and
mother attended against their wills but luckily his brother could not be there. The actual baptism was, for him, as
refreshing as a warm summer rain.

Part 1 Chapter 28 Analysis

Pi stood up for himself and got what he wanted, a prayer rug and baptism. Then he loses the rug and his baptism is
awkward. This chapter provides further characterization of Pi. He's still young and loses things and his baptism was not
as glorious as it could have been. He does not dwell on these points, however. Rather he goes on an on about the beauty
of his prayer rug and what it felt like to kneel on it and ends the chapter with the description of the baptism feeling like
an all-consuming cleansing, even though it was only a trickle of water poured over his head.
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Part 1 Chapter 29

Part 1 Chapter 29 Summary

Pi's father became fed up with the political direction of India and decided that the family must flee to Canada. Pi explores
the reasons why his family needed to move, that his father hoped to provide a better life for their family and that the
anxiety and worry over the political situation in India was taking a toll so heavy it was no longer worth it for them to
stay.

Part 1 Chapter 29 Analysis

There are big changes on the horizon for the Patel family as a result of the increasingly dictatorial actions of Mrs.
Ghandi, the ruler of India at the time. Pi's father wanted to raise his family in a progressive India, but when he saw that
that was not going to happen, he decided it was time to move. Furthermore, he saw that the political climate would not be
good for his livelihood. To Pi and his brother, Canada was an unimaginable country they knew nothing about and that
was very far away. The reasons for choosing to move to Canada are not revealed.
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Part 1 Chapter 30

Part 1 Chapter 30 Summary

The author is back at Pi's home. This time he meets Pi's wife. He didn't know Pi was married since he'd never mentioned
his wife. They all chat briefly in the entryway of the home. Meena is her name, she's dressed in a white lab coat and she
is a pharmacist on her way to work. After she departs, Pi, with a smile, tells the author that he's made special chutney for
him.

Part 1 Chapter 30 Analysis

The characterization of Pi continues and the reader now learns that Pi is married. His wife is also of Indian descent. The
reader learns the beginning and the end of the story at the beginning of the book and the rest of the book is used to fill in
the middle part of the story and tell the adventures of Pi.

Part 1 Chapter 30 34



Part 1 Chapter 31

Part 1 Chapter 31 Summary

Pi invited his Muslim mentor, Mr. Kumar, to the zoo. This was the first and only time Mr. Kumar and Mr. Kumar meet
and by chance at that. Pi nervously awaited Mr. Kumar and ushered him into the zoo. Mr. Kumar had never been to a zoo
before and was struck with wonder. Pi showed him the zebras, which he had never seen before. He could not believe that
they were naturally black and white. At the zebra exhibit they run into Mr. Kumar, the teacher. Pi gave both men carrots
to feed the zebra. Mr. Kumar, the teacher, remarked about the royalty of the zebra and shared with the other two its Latin
name. Mr. Kumar, the baker, remarked at its wonder and praised God.

Part 1 Chapter 31 Analysis

Mr. Kumar and Mr. Kumar represent the two sides of Pi, his piety and his interest in creation. The two sides of his
character, represented by Mr. Kumar and Mr. Kumar, meet at the zoo. Pi finds great wonder in God's creation, the
animals and also finds great interest in their behavior, which leads him to study zoology in college. The reader sees in
this meeting the way his two mentors interact, as well as how the two sides of his character interact. One side praises
God for his wondrous creation; the other is interested in the biological lineage of the animal.
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Part 1 Chapter 32

Part 1 Chapter 32 Summary

Pi discussed the strange living arrangements of some of the zoo animals. He likened it to anthropomorphism, where an
animal takes another being and treats it like it would one of its own kind. He cites the example of the goats living with
the rhinos and an example of a mouse living peacefully in the viper cage for a few weeks. He explains the phenomenon
that life sometimes has a brand of denial and craziness that enables it to survive and save itself.

Part 1 Chapter 32 Analysis

The behavior of the animals is also an important theme of this book and in this chapter, animals and creation are further
characterized by Pi. This chapter provides one more example of how life breaks its own rules to survive. Animals are not
self-aware which helps them to survive. For example, if the mouse living with the vipers realized how scrumptious and
vulnerable his soft flesh was to the vipers would he really have set up house so comfortably in their cage? This chapter
also foreshadows Pi's relationship with Richard Parker.
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Part 1 Chapter 33

Part 1 Chapter 33 Summary

The author is again with Pi looking at photo albums. They look at more recent photos and move backward. They look at
wedding photos, photos from the University of Toronto and photos from Brazil, where Pi studied the three-toed sloth.
From life in India there are very few pictures; although many were taken, they were lost. All that he has were pictures
provided by Mamji. He identifies Richard Parker in one of the photos. Pi laments that he is forgetting what his mother
looks like, what her voice sounds like. It's a source of pain for him.

Part 1 Chapter 33 Analysis

The reader begins to see a painful part of Pi's life. It is hinted and foreshadowed that the time between his life in Toronto
and leaving India is poisoned with pain. It's foreshadowed in this chapter that something tragic happens to Pi's family, so
that he can no longer see them.
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Part 1 Chapter 34

Part 1 Chapter 34 Summary

The Patel family sold the zoo. Because of impending regulatory changes on the trade of endangered animals there was a
rush by foreign zoos to snatch up the Pondicherry collection. Even though there was great interest in most of their
collection, it took more than a year for all the paperwork to be completed and the animals to be re-located to their new
homes. It took equally as long for the family to get all its paperwork completed and approved for immigration to Canada.
Finally, the family prepared to move.

Part 1 Chapter 34 Analysis

Although Pi's father believes he's doing the right thing for the family in moving them, nothing is easily accomplished in
preparing for the move. One can imagine how excruciating it must have been to have made up their minds to move and
then not be able to leave for an entire year because of the paperwork.
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Part 1 Chapter 35

Part 1 Chapter 35 Summary

The Patels departed for Canada June 21, 1977, on a cargo ship. Before leaving, Pi made sure to say goodbye to Mamji,
his mentors, Mr. and Mr. Kumar and all his friends. He felt excitement at their departure; however, his mother was sad.
As the ship left the harbor, Pi waved his goodbyes to India. "Things didn't turn out the way they were supposed to, but
what can you do? You must take life the way it comes at you and make the best of it," Pi said.

Part 1 Chapter 35 Analysis

The sadness and longing of Pi's mother and the closing sentence that things don't turn out as planned foreshadows
something terrible happening, probably on the ship as the Patel family travels to Canada. His mother is dressed in her
best clothing with her hair fixed up and adorned with flowers. Does this foreshadow her death?
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Part 1 Chapter 36

Part 1 Chapter 36 Summary

The author arrives at Pi's home for another interview. He's early and quickly meets Pi's teenaged son, Nikhil, who is
leaving for baseball practice. The author is welcomed into Pi's home and a small dog rushes up to greet him. He didn't
know Pi had a dog, either. In the living room the author spots a young girl holding a cat. Pi introduces her as his
daughter, Usha and the cat is Moccasin. His daughter is 4. The author promises the reader a happy ending to his tale.

Part 1 Chapter 36 Analysis

The reader can sense impending doom because of the author's use of foreshadowing. In earlier chapters we know that Pi
will somehow lose his parents. We also know that the move to Canada does not go as planned. The author now comforts
us with the rosy picture of Pi's current home life and that the story will end happily, no matter how difficult it gets in the
middle. Perhaps the author does this because he fears that the reader would not continue if he jumped right into the
difficult part without foreshadowing a happy ending.
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Part 2 Chapter 37

Part 2 Chapter 37 Summary

In this chapter the ship sinks. Pi recalls the horror of it all. He is in a life boat and the only familiar face he spots is
Richard Parker, who is still in the water. He cries out for Richard Parker to swim to him, to the life boat. He begins to
swim toward the boat. Pi is in denial of this horror and hopes to wake from his nightmare. He cannot find his mother or
father or brother. He finds a life buoy in the boat and throws it to Richard Parker. He grabs hold of the buoy with his last
bit of energy. Pi begins to pull him to the boat and then it strikes him what he is doing. Pi yells for Richard Parker to let
go of the buoy. He grabs an oar to hit him. Suddenly, Richard Parker is in the boat. It hits him that he now has an adult
Bengal tiger in his boat. Pi throws himself overboard.

Part 2 Chapter 37 Analysis

It's not clear whether this is a dream, reality, or further foreshadowing. It certainly is a harrowing and tragic scene. Pi has
lost everything and is now adrift at sea with a tiger inhabiting his life boat. The reader understands from all of the
zoology education provided by Pi prior to this episode that the animals are wild and unpredictable. It also is possible for
animals to allow other creatures to live with them peacefully. However, if we remember the chapter where the lions eat
the goat, we can see why Pi threw himself overboard.
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Part 2 Chapter 38

Part 2 Chapter 38 Summary

Pi cannot believe that the ship has sunk. There had been no indication that things were going to go so terribly wrong.
After a couple of days at sea, the ship had landed in Manila for new cargo food and some repairs. According to his
brother, Ravi, there was some problem with the engines. However, after 2 days the ship sailed again and for 4 days the
family went about caring for the animals on the ship by day and sleeping soundly by night. Early in the morning of the
fourth day Pi awakened with a start, as if there had been an explosion. He climbed out of his bunk and decided to go
exploring. At first he just noticed a storm raging. Then he noticed the pitch of the ship. He scrambled to return below
deck and went down one level to find rising water blocking his way. Now it hit him that the ship was sinking and he
could not reach his family. He heard the awful sounds of the ship heaving and monkeys crying. He found three crew
members and ran to them for help. They gave him a life jacket and threw him overboard.

Part 2 Chapter 38 Analysis

Clearly, this will become the major life-changing event in Pi's life. His fortune is following him, though. It was fortuitous
that he woke up and went above board before the water would've trapped him. It was fortuitous that he found the men
with the life jacket. This event is the jumping-off point for the rest of the story and his luck so far foreshadows the
fortune that will follow him through his adventures. All that the author told the reader before was leading up to this
event.
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Part 2 Chapter 39

Part 2 Chapter 39 Summary

After being thrown overboard, Pi miraculously landed on a tarpaulin-covered life boat. He regained his bearings and
looked up to where he had come from just in time to see a 500-pound zebra flying toward him. The animal landed in the
boat, which broke free from its perch, fell through the air and landed in the stormy water.

Part 2 Chapter 39 Analysis

Pi's good fortune continues; he miraculously lands in a life boat and doesn't get killed by a falling zebra. He and the zebra
are now floating on the sea together.
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Part 2 Chapter 40

Part 2 Chapter 40 Summary

Pi was now in the churning waters and Richard Parker and the zebra remained in the life boat. Pi was terrified as the
water crashed against and over him. Then he saw the dorsal fin of a shark nearby. He had to take drastic measures. He
grabbed the floating oar originally meant to scare off Richard Parker and grabbed on to the life boat. He stuck the oar
under the tarp and made a perch for himself. He wrapped himself around the oar and raised himself a couple feet out of
the water. Had he thought about his chances of survival with a tiger in the boat and sharks in the Pacific below him, he
probably would have given up.

Part 2 Chapter 40 Analysis

Pi demonstrates the primal desire of life to survive. He doesn't reason what his chances are for survival; he just clings to
life between the sharks and the tiger. His lifeblood fights to continue even though he's orphaned, alone and terrified. The
tiger and the zebra are also fighting for survival in a seemingly no-win situation. Pi cannot hold on to the oar forever.
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Part 2 Chapter 41

Part 2 Chapter 41 Summary

As the sun began to rise Pi was still alive. The sharks, the sea, the tiger and the lifeboat had allowed him to live. He
looked for other survivors but saw none. He was in a bad position and knew that he couldn't hold on forever. He decided
to make his way down the oar toward the boat. He knew that he was safe as long as the tiger did not see him. He pulled
himself up enough to see over the tarp. The zebra was still alive although with a badly broken leg and blood everywhere.
Then from under the tarp, a hyena peeked out, looked at Pi and ducked back under. Pi was then convinced that the zebra
was alive and the hyena under the tarp because Richard Parker must have fallen overboard and drowned. What a relief.
The weather cleared, Pi's deep sorrow overtook him and he wept.

Part 2 Chapter 41 Analysis

With the rising of the sun, Pi's chances of survival rise when he surmises that the tiger must have gone overboard. The
storm clears, a symbol that the worst may be over. The tiger, symbolizing death in the boat is gone as are the sharks,
symbolizing death in the water. Pi is surrounded by certain death but survives nonetheless, accompanied by the wondrous
beauty of the zebra. Although the beautiful zebra is broken, it survives as a symbol of Pi and foreshadowing that he will
survive although not without being broken.
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Part 2 Chapter 42

Part 2 Chapter 42 Summary

Pi sees the zoo's prize Borneo orangutan floating on a mound of bananas. Her name was Orange Juice because of her
drooling problem. She drifts toward the life boat and steps off the mound and into the life boat. Pi grabs the net she was
sitting on and pulls it into the boat instead of grabbing the bananas. The orangutan is in shock and lies on the tarp.

Part 2 Chapter 42 Analysis

Pi is relieved to see more life survive the destruction. He's collecting quite a strange cast of boatmates. When Pi spotted
Orange Juice, the rising sun gave her a fiery halo, like a goddess. This animal symbolizes fertility and gentleness. Pi's
survival continues as he assists in the preservation of more beautiful objects of God's creation.
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Part 2 Chapter 43

Part 2 Chapter 43 Summary

Pi was convinced that he only had to endure this strange survival situation for a few more hours before the search and
rescue teams arrived by ship and by helicopter to save him. He remained tense and tried to watch both the horizon and
the predator in the boat. The hyena emerged from underneath the tarp and looked around the boat and beyond the boat to
the water. It became agitated and began doing laps around the boat while barking. Pi thought about the predatory power
of this animal and that they hunt when the sun goes down and will eat anything and everything, even their own kind. The
hyena did laps for the rest of day before finally collapsing in a small space behind the zebra.

Part 2 Chapter 43 Analysis

There are hints that the tiger is still in the boat, under the tarp. The hyena becomes agitated for no apparent reason other
than they are crazy animals to begin with. Pi once again survives even after receiving strong stares from the hyena. His
hope is still alive as he is, although every other creature in the boat, except for the hyena, seems to be dying slowly. The
threat of certain death for Pi is as real as if the tiger were still in the boat.
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Part 2 Chapter 44

Part 2 Chapter 44 Summary

Pi spent the day at sea. He was perched on his oar keeping an eye on the animals in the boat. Knowing what he knew
about the hyena he became more worried about what could happen during the night. Night fell and with a moonless sky,
darkness took over. Pi tries to watch the horizon for rescuers while keeping his ears open to hear the animals. During the
night Pi heard snarling, barking and squealing. He was petrified but there was nothing to be done. The minutes ticked by
and the first night passed.

Part 2 Chapter 44 Analysis

Pi's life is still in danger from the hyena. He knows what the species is capable of and it terrifies him. However, even as
night falls, the hyena stays away from him and his life is spared one more night. Death is still very close to Pi and it's
unpredictable. However, Pi and his life force are resilient and he lives through the night.
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Part 2 Chapter 45

Part 2 Chapter 45 Summary

Daylight came and with it Pi felt hopeful. He was thankful to have made it through the night and he was sure he would be
rescued today. He imagined the reunion with his family and what he would say. Then he noticed that the hyena had eaten
off the leg of the zebra during the night. He felt sorry for the suffering zebra. As the day wore on, he felt queasy from all
the motion of the boat. Pi wondered what had become of Orange Juice. He spotted her at the front of the boat, slouched
over and holding on to the side of the boat. She was seasick. Pi also noticed that the ecosystem in the boat had become
quite strange. In the wild the orangutan and the hyena would never meet and here they were side by side, the orangutan
ignoring the hyena. Near the end of the day, Pi saw a sea turtle floating near the boat and staring up at him. He
commanded the turtle to go for help. The turtle disappeared.

Part 2 Chapter 45 Analysis

Pi clings to his hope of rescue. Once again, Pi serves as an example of man's will to live. His hope drives him to virtual
delusion as fantasizes about his reunion with his family. The zebra, symbolizing wonder and beauty has now had to
endure a predator's chewing off its leg while it is alive and helpless. This affects Pi deeply . Pi also takes comfort and
even finds humor in that the orangutan is seasick. After laughing at her, his sickness disappears. This provides another
example of how the author uses the orangutan as a symbol of Pi. All the animals are a symbol of some part of him. They
are all thrust into this strange, tragic situation and must learn how to survive, both physically and mentally.
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Part 2 Chapter 46

Part 2 Chapter 46 Summary

As the second day passed, Pi waited for his rescuers, but none arrived. He dreaded having to spend another night on the
water. He noticed a great number of sharks and fish swimming near the boat. Orange Juice sat up in the boat, relaxing.
She saw and acknowledged Pi, but didn't pay him much attention. Then the hyena emerged from his hiding place and
began to go crazy. He jumped up onto the dying zebra and began to tear away at its flesh and its innards. The zebra was
eaten from the inside out. Pi was terrified. The sights and smells of the massacre were unbearable. Orange Juice decided
not to watch the happenings peacefully. She began roaring deeply and loudly. The hyena responded with a higher-pitched
roar. Some of the zebra's blood was spilled overboard and the sharks began charging the boat. Pi was even more
frightened, fearing the sharks would sink the boat. Finally, all the noise and activity subsided and the sun was setting. Pi
finally came to accept that his family was dead and he was overcome with grief. He spent the second night crying and
grieving.

Part 2 Chapter 46 Analysis

Pi is coming to terms with his situation. Another day passes with no rescue. Just like the zebra, his hope and his soul are
being eaten alive from the inside out. The grisly scene in this chapter shows the power of nature to preserve itself in the
face of destruction. The hyena's will to live drives it to eat the zebra alive. The situation looks dire for Pi. One wonders
what the hyena will do once he's finished eating the zebra. Pi has not expressed any desire for food and water himself.
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Part 2 Chapter 47

Part 2 Chapter 47 Summary

The next day dawned and Pi saw that the zebra was still alive. He was dumbfounded at how long the animal could go on
living with such a horrible gaping wound. Both the hyena and the orangutan were agitated. Pi was feeling weaker and
weaker. By midday, the zebra was dead and the hyena grew even more agitated. The hyena decided to take a run at
Orange Juice. He flew over the remains of the zebra toward Orange Juice going for the kill. The orangutan hit him in the
head, stunning the beast. Pi was impressed, considering her gentleness and lack of experience with wild animals. Orange
Juice was a domesticated pet before coming to the zoo. After recovering from its stun, the hyena took another pass at
Orange Juice and this time it made contact, clamping onto her wrist and quickly moving to her throat. Orange Juice was
dragged to the bottom of the boat. Pi knew the hyena would be after him next. He was delirious from sleep deprivation
and was desperate for rest. He stood up on the tarpaulin, arms raised and stared at the hyena who looked up from his
recent kill. Pi prepared to throw himself on the hyena for a fight to the death, but at the last moment he looked down to
see Richard Parker's enormous head. Pi retreated to the back of the boat in disbelief and delirium wondering whether he
really saw the tiger or it was just a bad dream.

Part 2 Chapter 47 Analysis

The battle between the forces of life and death are now shifting toward death. The beautiful zebra is now maimed and
dead and the gentle, loving orangutan is also dead. Pi anthropomorphized the orangutan, remembering its maternal
treatment of him as a boy and how it went on to have two sons of its own, just like his own mother. Even in her death,
her eyes and cries were humanlike. All that remains in the boat is Pi and the two agents of death, the tiger and the hyena.
Pi is losing strength and hope. His plight is still worsening.
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Part 2 Chapter 48

Part 2 Chapter 48 Summary

Pi told the story of how Richard Parker got his name. As a cub he was captured when his mother was shot with
tranquilizer darts by a hunter looking for a man-eating panther. After temporarily crippling the mother with darts, the
hunter found the cub in some shrubbery crying for her. Both were sent to the Pondicherry Zoo. At the shipping station
somehow paperwork got mixed up and the name of the hunter, Richard Parker, was mistaken for the name of the cub.
The name stuck.

Part 2 Chapter 48 Analysis

This chapter is characterization of the tiger, Richard Parker. The reader learns that the cub was taken from the wild very
young and had known life in the zoo its entire adult life. We also learn that, like Pi, Richard Parker is also an orphan,
having lost his mother.
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Part 2 Chapter 49

Part 2 Chapter 49 Summary

Dawn broke again and Pi found that he could not move. He was too weak to move because of the lack of water, food and
sleep. He was losing hope so completely that he now feltthat he had nothing more to lose. It occurred to him that because
the craft he was in was a lifeboat, there must be sustenance--food and water--somewhere aboard. He just needed to find
it, which meant he wouold have to move from his perch on the tarp toward the hyena and tiger. He first saw the hyena
still hiding behind the zebra carcass. He no longer feared this worthless creature because there was a tiger in the boat.
Now that he knew Richard Parker was in the boat, Pi knew why the other animals had behaved strangely. They were all
afraid of the tiger. Pi believed that the tiger's presence was the reason that he had not yet been attacked. He attributed the
tiger's placid behavior to seasickness and sedation. Nonetheless, he still needed to find the water.

Part 2 Chapter 49 Analysis

Pi is growing weaker and will not live long without finding food and water. His soul is also hungry for hope. With the
death of his hope, however, his courage rises. Feeling he has nothing to lose, Pi grows more daring and feels no fear
when he sees the hyena and the hyena sees him. Pi is becoming more and more animal-like. He now tries to establish
himself as the alpha male over the hyena and it seemingly works. The hyena shies from his gaze. There is a strange
détente among the three remaining living beings in the boat. Pi staves off death, symbolized by the tiger and the hyena,
by not fearing it anymore and by attempting to establish dominion over it.
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Part 2 Chapter 50

Part 2 Chapter 50 Summary

Pi took stock of the boat, his temporary home and described it in detail. As for size, it was 3.5 feet deep, 8 feet wide and
26 feet long. It had benches all along the interior perimeter and two benches that crossed the width of the boat. Pi
calculated that there was about 100 square feet of territory for Richard Parker. The boat was designed to accommodate
32 people, as it had printed on the side. As time went on, Pi noticed more and more details about the boat and used them
to his advantage. "How true it is that necessity is the mother of invention, how very true," he said.

Part 2 Chapter 50 Analysis

Pi is growing to accept his situation and his survival instincts drive him to take stock of his surroundings and how much
space the tiger has. If he's going to survive he'll have to use his only advantage over the tiger, his mind. The author
provides foreshadowing of Pi's use of parts of the boat to save his life and that these life-saving details come to light at
just the right time, when Pi will need them the most.
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Part 2 Chapter 51

Part 2 Chapter 51 Summary

Even after his good look around the boat, Pi didn't see what he was really looking for, drinking water. Perhaps there was
none, so his hope faded. Then he decided to roll back some more of the tarpaulin and look underneath. This was very
risky because Richard Parker's den was under the tarp. He was urged by his primal need to survive. He rolled back the
tarp and through a pile of lifejackets, he saw the hind quarters and back of Richard Parker. His body and the tiger's were
separated only by the fabric of the tarp. He also saw a locker. He lifted the lid of the locker and discovered a multitude of
items, including cans of water. He did not see any can openers, so he hit the cans against the tarpaulin hooks and opened
them and drank a couple liters of water. He felt so much better but still felt hungry. He dug again within the locker and
found a package of biscuits, which he devoured. Once his hunger and thirst were satisfied, his curiosity took over and he
began going through all the items in the locker.

Part 2 Chapter 51 Analysis

Pi's persistence and courage has paid off. He's found food and water even as the tiger lay just feet from him. With his
hunger and thirst quenched, his hope and strength return. He's so thankful for his findings that he sees each can and each
package as precious gifts.
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Part 2 Chapter 52

Part 2 Chapter 52 Summary

Pi took a complete inventory of each item included in the locker. The locker included a variety of basic medicines,
drinking water, food rations, blankets, life jackets, a variety of flares, oars, matches, plastic containers, ropes, fishing kits,
anchors, hatchets, rain catchers, pens, a cargo net, lifebuoy, hunting knife, cigarettes, chocolate, survival manual,
compass, notebook and various other items. After he completed the inventory and with a full belly, Pi fell asleep.

Part 2 Chapter 52 Analysis

The reader is provided with a glimpse of the provisions that Pi now has at his disposal. He may have to use all of them to
ensure his survival. As long as he can keep the animals away from him and keep his mind occupied, he has enough food
and water to last him for months. He has come to accept that he is lost at sea in a boat with two wild animals.
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Part 2 Chapter 53

Part 2 Chapter 53 Summary

Even though the food, water and nap satisfied Pi's body, he remained anxious. He still struggled with the reality that
Richard Parker was in the boat. He had to face the reality that he was going to die. Then he had to deal with knowing of
his impending death and waiting for it to happen. He was ready to give up until he heard a voice say to him that he was
not going to die; he was going to make it. He then discovered his relentless will to live. He began to plan his survival. He
built a raft out of life jackets and floating oars. As he was building, Richard Parker began to growl and then the hyena let
out a high-pitched scream. Richard Parker attacked the hyena and killed it swiftly and then he turned and looked at Pi.
Luckily, a rat appeared and Pi threw it to Richard Parker, who gobbled it up. Then the tiger retreated beneath the tarp. Pi
tethered his raft to the lifeboat and put it in the water. As he looked at the water he saw fish and a few sharks. He got onto
his raft and floated past the boat. The day came to an end and the rain started to fall.

Part 2 Chapter 53 Analysis

For the first time, Pi faces the real prospect of death. We all know that one day we will die, but to have one's death so
imminent is horrifying, especially for a young man. Facing death is a recurring theme of this story. How Pi deals with his
situation at times of imminent death speaks to the strength of his character. He discovers his strong will to live. This will
is often discovered only when one is faced with death. The survival of life is also a theme of the book, illustrated by Pi's
stories of the animal kingdom and now illustrated by Pi's own story.
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Part 2 Chapter 54

Part 2 Chapter 54 Summary

That night, the rain continued and Pi did not sleep. He was wet and cold and filled with worry. Afraid that his knots
might come apart, he continued to check each one. He fretted about what he was going to do with Richard Parker. He
devised numerous plans to get rid of him and have the lifeboat all to himself. He thought about pushing him into the
water, killing him with morphine from the locker, attacking him with all the weapons in the locker, choking him with a
rope, poisoning him, or just waiting for him to die from hunger and thirst.

Part 2 Chapter 54 Analysis

Now that Pi has accepted his situation and is determined beyond anything to live, he begins to put is plans together. He
will certainly not be able to out-muscle the tiger, so he must outsmart him. His plans to do so give him hope and purpose
and a reason to go on living. He is going to wage war against the tiger; a war that will take time and thought, just what Pi
may need to occupy him until he's rescued.
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Part 2 Chapter 55

Part 2 Chapter 55 Summary

The sun rose on the next day. The rain stopped and Pi found himself exhausted and frozen to the bone. He clung to his
plan of waging war on the tiger, although at the moment he couldn't remember what his plan was. He wrapped himself in
his wet blanket and fell asleep. The sun dried and warmed him and his blanket and he awoke. Richard Parker stood up on
the edge of the boat and peered his way. Even though he floated on his raft at a good distance from the boat, the tiger
looked enormous, like he could span the distance to Pi with no effort. Pi began to question his plans. He doubted how
long this raft would last. One bad storm and he'd be done for. He also doubted his plan to outlast the tiger also as he
realized that when the tiger got hungry, all he had to do was take a little swim--tigers are master swimmers--out to the
raft, fetch Pi and return to the boat. He also remembered that this breed of tiger is able to drink saline water, so he would
never go thirsty. He feared he was going to lose the war.

Part 2 Chapter 55 Analysis

Pi is once again overcome with despair when he realizes that his plan to get rid of the tiger is not going to work. The
tiger's presence is so massive that every time Pi faces him, he seems to lose his will to challenge him. He loses his hope
of survival. A theme emerges here that sometimes when we logically look at a situation, there seems to be no hope,
especially when we see the sea of hopelessness spread out before us and the claws of death reaching for us. However, we
know how this story ends, Pi survives. Even in the most hopeless circumstances there is always hope and a chance for
survival.

Part 2 Chapter 55 59



Part 2 Chapter 56

Part 2 Chapter 56 Summary

Pi thought about fear and its ability to destroy life. "It is life's only true opponent," Pi said. If fear is not dealt with, it will
rattle your foundation and spread throughout your soul like a cancer. Fear must be repressed and its darkness exposed by
the light of day.

Part 2 Chapter 56 Analysis

Pi is trying to impart some wisdom from life lessons learned in this chapter. The entire chapter speaks about the power of
fear. Unrepressed fear has the power to destroy hope and faith. At this point in Pi's story he must defy death once again
by acknowledging his fear exposing it and not allowing it to defeat him.
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Part 2 Chapter 57

Part 2 Chapter 57 Summary

Pi foundcomfort in Richard Parker. This ferocious animal, his nemesis, had provided him with companionship and
purpose. While standing on the edge of the boat and peering at Pi, the animal conveyed a look of contentment, like one
looks after a satisfying meal. Then he snorted out of his nostrils once and then again. Pi called it "Prusten." Since Pi had
grown up with the animals, he was familiar with their sounds and the different meanings of such sounds. Prusten is a
quiet tiger call to express friendliness and harmlessness. He looked at Pi and made the call again. Pi immediately came
up with his next plan, to tame the animal. In his soft heart, Pi did not want to lose Richard Parker and thought taming him
would be much better. Once again, his hope returned and his panic and fear subsided. He might actually survive this. Pi
stood up and began blowing one of the whistles from the locker. The tiger snarled and clawed in the air but did not jump
in the water. The first training session came to an end.

Part 2 Chapter 57 Analysis

Richard Parker and Pi are beginning to form their own unique relationship. Pi finds himself terrified of the beast but also
dependent on him for purpose and for hope. Richard Parker then expresses through his sounds to Pi that he means no
harm, perhaps acquiescing the super alpha male role to Pi. It takes a great deal of courage for Pi to stand up to the tiger
and attempt to tame him. Pi has conquered fear and in doing so, may just have conquered death for the time being.
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Part 2 Chapter 58

Part 2 Chapter 58 Summary

Pi took the time to read the survival manual included in the locker. Written by a British Royal Naval commander, it
provided practical advice on surviving a shipwreck. The manual ended by encouraging the reader that if one has the will
to survive he will. The manual also provided basics on navigation. None of this was helpful to Pi as he faced his present
challenge of taming the tiger. He knew he had much work to do in establishing a territorial relationship with Richard
Parker. He also had much to do to ensure his basic survival such as devise some shelter, improve his raft and stop
expecting outside help. He realized that he was responsible for his own survival now. The weight of this realization
struck him heavily and he sobbed.

Part 2 Chapter 58 Analysis

The commander's survival manual serves as further foreshadowing that if Pi can maintain his will to survive, he will. The
recurrent theme in this chapter is that we are individually responsible for our survival and our will to survive. We are
responsible for the basic steps necessary to be successful and that hope without action will amount to a life spent
dreaming but without accomplishment. Pi has to find the strength within himself to conquer the loneliness and the bouts
of hopelessness and tame Richard Parker.
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Part 2 Chapter 59

Part 2 Chapter 59 Summary

Pi was again hungry and thirsty, so he decided to approach the boat and get some food. He noticed that when the raft was
next to the boat, the boat turned parallel to the waves, increasing the unpleasant rolling motion that caused Richard
Parker's seasickness and when the raft was away from the boat it turned perpendicular to the current and flowed with it.
Pi would use this to his advantage against his ill companion in times to come. Once next to the boat, Pi could smell the
tiger's urine because he had marked his territory under the tarp. Pi decided to make the top of the tarp his, so he relieved
himself in one of the containers from the locker and emptied the contents onto the tarp. He also took the opportunity to
begin improving his raft. He modified it so he had a mast and draped a blanket over it to create shelter. Once he was
finished, he sat back and ate while he watched the sunset. Richard Parker peeked up above the side of the boat. Pi
shouted a greeting to him and he responded with Prusten sounds again. Pi looked down into the water and took in the
sights of the underwater world existing below him; he'd never seen anything like it. He felt calmed.

Part 2 Chapter 59 Analysis

Pi is beginning to feel safer with his surroundings and his situation. He begins to notice the vastness and beauty of the
ocean around him and beneath him. He's also taking control of his relationship with the tiger, using the tiger's own
behavioral system to stake his own territory. Pi is also keeping his mind busy by fixing up his raft and inventing new
ways of providing himself with shade. For the first time since the shipwreck, Pi sits back to enjoy the sunset and even
marvel at his shipwreck companion. His voice in this chapter is the voice of the Pi we knew before his crisis, the Pi that
wonders at the beauty and majesty of nature around him.
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Part 2 Chapter 60

Part 2 Chapter 60 Summary

During the night Pi awakened to see the huge moonlit sky before him. He was struck by how small he is and how vast the
sea and the sky are. He and his suffering felt minor in comparison to the grand stage upon which he now sat. He
marveled and felt terror at the same time. Then he said a prayer and went back to sleep.

Part 2 Chapter 60 Analysis

Pi is beginning to see beyond his crisis and put it in the perspective of what's around him. He's terrified at the relative
smallness of his situation in the scope of the big world he now floats upon. These thoughts lead him back to prayer.
Although largely absent from his account since the shipwreck, his religious beliefs and prayers begin to bubble up again.
Also, even though he acknowledges his irrelevance, he refuses to accept that his life and his suffering do not matter. He
cries out that he and his situation do matter. As a theme of humankind, we all strive for purpose and to make meaning out
of our lives. Pi fights to keep his purpose alive.
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Part 2 Chapter 61

Part 2 Chapter 61 Summary

Pi was feeling rested and strong the next morning and decided to try fishing for the first time. He had no bait, so he
decided to cut up his leather shoe and use parts of it. Considering all the fish he saw the night before, he thought he'd
have no problem. The shoe didn't work. He began to worry; the fish was not for him but for Richard Parker. He was
afraid if the tiger became hungry, he would come after him. So Pi went to the locker to look for bait ideas. He looked up
to see the tiger staring at him. Just then a swarm of flying fish attacked them, many of them falling into the boat and
Richard Parker snapped them up. Pi caught a few too and decided to use one of them for bait, which meant he'd have to
kill it. He'd never killed anything in his life and it took him a long time and many tears to get up the courage. He tried
fishing again and caught a large dorado. This time killing it was much easier. He delivered his kill to Richard Parker; all
the while blowing the whistle so that the tiger would know where his food was coming from.

Part 2 Chapter 61 Analysis

Pi continues on with his plan to tame this tiger. One way to tame him is to feed him, which Pi figures he'll do with fish.
Even more difficult for Pi than catching a fish is having to kill one of the flying fish. Here, he illustrates that humankind
is really not designed to kill, but when it's a matter of life and death it's amazing what one can get used to.
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Part 2 Chapter 62

Part 2 Chapter 62 Summary

Pi awoke before sunrise after a restless night of sleep. Richard Parker was restless, too. Pi feared he may be getting
thirsty, so he bled the water from the stills into a bucket and delivered it to the tiger along with two flying fish. Richard
Parker discovered the bucket and lapped up the water. He looked up and Pi stared at him intently and blew the whistle.
The tiger disappeared under the tarp. Pi was able to make the lifeboat more and more like a zoo habitat. As the day
ended, Pi calculated that the next day would mark a week since the ship sank.

Part 2 Chapter 62 Analysis

Pi's days are becoming more routine, collecting water, fishing and taming the tiger. He is now taking control of his
surroundings. Pi has found ways to keep himself occupied; he's developed a love for fishing. His days are purposeful;
he's got food and water and is even sleeping somewhat.
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Part 2 Chapter 63

Part 2 Chapter 63 Summary

Pi compared the length of his survival at sea with that of other survivors. Some were at sea for 38 days, 47 days, 76 days,
83 days, 118 days and 173 days. Pi was at sea for 227 days. He offered the keys to his survival, including keeping
occupied. Each day had a fairly full schedule of maintaining his raft, feeding and watering himself and Richard Parker
and observing the tiger. Big events in his days included dropping everything to collect rainfall and catching turtles. He
said he survived by not keeping track of time and of the days. Instead, the time was marked by his daily routine and the
adventures he had along the way.

Part 2 Chapter 63 Analysis

After learning much about Pi's emerging routine, the reader is now privy to how long the ordeal lasts. Relative to many
others, Pi survived for a very long time. His secrets of survival are consistent themes in the story that surface again in this
chapter. One must keep one's mind occupied and find purpose in life wherever life places you. Pi also learned to live in
the moment. He did not track days but lived out each day in the present, not looking for rescuers on the horizon.
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Part 2 Chapter 64

Part 2 Chapter 64 Summary

Pi's clothes disintegrated from the sun and salt and he spent many months without any clothing. From being wet all the
time, he developed salt water boils, which were very painful and prevented him from finding a comfortable resting
position. Slowly and with sunshine, the boils would heal, but new ones developed when his skin got wet.

Part 2 Chapter 64 Analysis

Small details of suffering often become major matters to the one suffering. Pi shares one of these small details. He's also
sharing a life lesson, that time and sunshine can heal one's wounds.
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Part 2 Chapter 65

Part 2 Chapter 65 Summary

Pi spent a great deal of time trying to understand the navigational directions in the survival manual. The main problem
was that he had no knowledge of the constellations to use the celestial navigation. Pi had always wondered at the stars,
but he had always received more spiritual direction from the sky rather than geographic. It did not really matter,
however, because he had no means of propelling himself, anyway. So he ended up just drifting. He did not control his
direction and time and distance passed.

Part 2 Chapter 65 Analysis

Pi likens his drifting at sea to that of the lives of the rest of humanity who "travel down the road of life" afloat on forces
over which they largely have no control. He also revisits the feeling of smallness in the face of a brilliant starry night.
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Part 2 Chapter 66

Part 2 Chapter 66 Summary

Pi fished voraciously, experimenting with a variety of methods and equipment. He had to catch as many fish as possible
to keep Richard Parker satisfied. He ended up fishing the most with gaffs. The gaff was a tubular tool, about 5 feet long,
with a handle and ring for a rope at one end and a large hook at the other end. He would hook the fish underneath their
gills. The fish's instinct was to swim upward and he would pull it up onto his raft. He also used his cargo net with hidden
hooks sewn into it. In addition to fish, he began catching turtles, which were easy to catch but very difficult to land on
the boat because they usually weighed around 130 pounds.

Part 2 Chapter 66 Analysis

Pi is amazed at how much of a savage he's become. He was raised as a strict vegetarian and never killed anything his life.
The sound of a banana peel cracking open would at one time unsettle him. The themes of how far life will go to preserve
itself and how much Pi is becoming more like the tiger in his boat are important in this chapter as Pi learns how to fish
and dissect his kills for food.
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Part 2 Chapter 67

Part 2 Chapter 67 Summary

Pi noticed that the underside of his raft was becoming its own little ecosystem full of sea life. Algae began to grow and
then animal life started appearing in the form of little shrimp and clear little minnows. He also began to see worms and
larger, chubby fish and crabs. He tried eating everything but enjoyed the little crabs the most. He also noticed that the
hull of the lifeboat was growing barnacles, which he watched as entertainment. They brought peace to his anxiety ridden
body.

Part 2 Chapter 67 Analysis

Pi revels in the nature that exists around him, only this time he sees it as a food source. With his very survival dependent
on the interesting, beautiful sea life that he witnesses, his enjoyment of it takes on a whole new meaning. However, he is
still able to find distraction and entertainment in little things like the barnacles.
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Part 2 Chapter 68

Part 2 Chapter 68 Summary

Pi discussed his changing sleep patterns. Because of the stress and anxiety of his situation he generally slept no more
than an hour a night. His sleep patterns were contrary to Richard Parker's, who slept almost all the time and in various
positions around his area of the boat.

Part 2 Chapter 68 Analysis

Pi is deeply anxious about his situation, which is evident in his lack of sleep. The tiger, however, could not care less. His
relaxation is continual. Perhaps this chapter is an illustration of the difference between humans and animals. Humans are
often wracked with worry and anxiety over situations over which we often have no control. Richard Parker's approach to
his situation is to nap and relax, sometimes on the floor of the boat and sometimes on one of the benches with his head
resting on the edge of the boat so he can see out.
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Part 2 Chapter 69

Part 2 Chapter 69 Summary

Often Pi saw what he thought were lights in the distance. Just in case they were ships, he set off a flare each time. One of
his most vivid memories from his time as a castaway was the smell of the flares. To him they smelled just like cumin,
which instantly transported him back to his hometown and a better time and place. His flares were never seen and to this
day the smell of flares reminds him of the ocean and no longer of his childhood home.

Part 2 Chapter 69 Analysis

Pi's hope is still alive. The theme of hope and will to live are very important to this story and to Pi's survival. He
continued to set off flares each time he thought he saw lights until all his flares were gone. He becomes deeply
disappointed when the lights turn out to be nothing. As time passes, he gives up completely on ever being rescued by a
ship; however, he still clings to his hope of surviving this ordeal.
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Part 2 Chapter 70

Part 2 Chapter 70 Summary

Pi learned from the survival manual how to butcher turtles and found that it was very difficult. The first turtle he tried to
butcher was not cooperative and true to instinct, withdrew into its shell. He finally was able to separate the head from the
body and collect a glassful of the turtle's blood, a nutritious drink encouraged by the survival manual. He then removed
the shell to reveal the turtle's meat. He gave the remainder of the turtle's body to Richard Parker, who thoroughly enjoyed
it. After he fed the tiger and fled, he thought that he needed to carve out his territory on the boat; he needed unlimited
access to the tarp and locker.

Part 2 Chapter 70 Analysis

Rather graphically, Pi describes the butchering of the turtle. For such a meek, vegetarian boy, he has certainly learned
how to become a skillful hunter and butcher. He also makes a very important decision to stake out his territory on the
boat.
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Part 2 Chapter 71

Part 2 Chapter 71 Summary

Pi laid out his plan to tame the tiger in a nine-step sequence. He chose a day with regular, but calm, waves. First, he used
the anchors to create a stable position for the lifeboat with his getaway raft easily accessible. He made a body shield out
of a turtle shell for protection. Then he began the training. He provoked the tiger by intruding on the neutral area but was
careful not to provoke him too much. The purpose of the intrusion was to provoke the tiger to intrude on Pi's territory. He
had to be careful to maintain eye contact with the tiger because whoever won the staredown was the alpha male. Once
the tiger trespassed, Pi began blowing the whistle and tripped his anchor so that the boat would move sideways with the
boat, which made the tiger hopelessly nauseous. Eventually, the tiger would associate the blowing of the whistle with the
nausea and avoid the behavior that led to the whistle blowing.

Part 2 Chapter 71 Analysis

This chapter, the guide to taming a tiger is written much like the survival guide Pi has been reading continually. He said
that he felt that the survival didn't adequately prepare him with how to survive when your castaway mate is a Bengal
tiger. Pi, as a young man, has to put aside his fear of the massive beast and use his intellect to conquer the animal.
Although he survives a couple of close calls with the tiger, he maintains his inner strength.
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Part 2 Chapter 72

Part 2 Chapter 72 Summary

When Pi trained the tiger, he wore a shield that he made out of a large turtle shell. During the first session with the tiger,
Richard Parker swatted at Pi and he fell off the boat and the shield sank. Pi was terrified and didn't eat or drink for the
rest of the day. Pi knew that he would have to continue the trainingbecause it was a necessity. He also knew that the tiger
did not really want to fight with him because predators don't want to fight with other predators unless absolutely
necessary. Richard Parker went on to swat at Pi four more times knocking Pi into the water each time and he lost his
shield four more times. Pi persisted in his training and he never lost a shield again.

Part 2 Chapter 72 Analysis

In this chapter Pi illustrates one of the greatest differences between man and beast: persistence. Pi continues to fight off
death and persists in his training of the tiger. One may marvel at how he knew so much at such a young age about
training the tiger. He also had to have solid self-confidence and know that he was doing the training properly to persist
even after coming within arm's length of Richard Parker.
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Part 2 Chapter 73

Part 2 Chapter 73 Summary

During the quiet parts of his days Pi wished, most of all, for a book. This desire was one that didn't subside even after he
survived his ordeal. The first time he saw a Gideon Bible, he sent a donation to the Gideons. His only reading material
was the survival manual, which he read over and over. He also kept a diary, being careful to write as compactly as
possible to avoid using up too much space in the notebook. The entries were not dated and covered mostly practical
matters.

Part 2 Chapter 73 Analysis

Another important factor in survival is keeping one's mind active. For Pi this must have been difficult without having
anything to read. Sure, he had Richard Parker to observe, but the tiger slept much of the time.
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Part 2 Chapter 74

Part 2 Chapter 74 Summary

Pi maintained his religious practices; however, he had to modify the rituals to fit his current situation. He found solace in
his religious expressions, yet he had to continually reconsider his place in God's universe. He found it difficult to
continue believing, loving and keeping his heart open. He felt so alone and full of despair. However, through the darkest
times, his faith would re-emerge.

Part 2 Chapter 74 Analysis

Part of Pi's coming of age in this story is how his religious expression changed. In this chapter he touches on this subject.
He says he found it difficult to remain open to God, to feel love and to believe that God listens to his prayers. This is
reasonable to believe under the circumstances that Pi faced. Many people, when faced with a crisis will wonder why bad
things such as the shipwreck happen to good people and wonder why God lets these things happen. This exploration is a
theme in Pi's story and part of his coming of age through his castaway experience.
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Part 2 Chapter 75

Part 2 Chapter 75 Summary

Pi sang "Happy Birthday" to his mother on her estimated birthday.

Part 2 Chapter 75 Analysis

Pi understandably misses and mourns his family, especially his mother. His singing the song illustrates that he also
misses the celebrations and the family time together. He reaches out for those expressions in singing this song to honor
and remember his mother.
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Part 2 Chapter 76

Part 2 Chapter 76 Summary

Pi made a point of cleaning up after Richard Parker and trying to keep his area of the boat clean. This became significant
after he noticed the tiger trying to hide his feces one day. His act of trying to hide was significant because it signaled his
deference to Pi. If he flaunted them it would have been a sign of dominance. Pi took advantage of this and exerted his
dominance by handling the tiger's feces in front of him so that it made him nervous but not provoked.

Part 2 Chapter 76 Analysis

Pi continues the training of the tiger and knows enough about the animal's behavior to even bully him psychologically
over the matter of his defecation. Pi has become more opportunistic and has become alert to any chance to exert further
domination over Richard Parker.
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Part 2 Chapter 77

Part 2 Chapter 77 Summary

The food supplies began to run low, so Pi started following the recommended daily intake according to the survival
guide. He was beginning to starve. His hunger grew and he thought about food continuously. At one point he would
clean the fish he caught and peel off their skin, whereas later on he would just bite into them, so thankful just to have
them. He also began to eat every part of the turtles he caught. After the biscuits ran out, Pi became so desperate that he
would try to eat anything. He even tried eating Richard Parker's feces once. There were no nutrients in it and he spit it
out, never to try that again. As starvation set in, his body began to break down and he found that standing became more
and more difficult.

Part 2 Chapter 77 Analysis

Pi's situation is becoming more dire. His food supplies have dwindled and he has to rely on what he can catch to feed
himself and the tiger. Starvation is making him increasingly desperate and he's beginning to take on more of Richard
Parker's traits. He has started eating like an animal, no longer fussing with cleaning and peeling fish but just eating them
whole.

Part 2 Chapter 77 81



Part 2 Chapter 78

Part 2 Chapter 78 Summary

Pi discussed the many skies and seas with wind in between that he experienced as a castaway. He felt as though he was
always at the center of a huge circle made of sky and ocean. He also felt a victim of contradictions most of the time.
During the heat of the day he wished for the coolness of the night and in the darkness of the night he was lonely and
wished for the daylight. The greatest of these contradictions was the presence of boredom and terror at the same time.
His life at sea became only exciting at death, whether contemplating how it would happen or fighting it off when
threatened. His life at sea was not living but existing and very difficult to maintain.

Part 2 Chapter 78 Analysis

The tenor of this chapter is very solemn and morose. Pi marvels at the different seas and skies that he witnesses, yet he
feels trapped in their ring, like a circus animal. He discusses his continual discomfort with his situation, with the daylight
and the nighttime, with the heat and the cold and with the sunshine and the rain. He's full of contradictions. He finds
himself exhausted from trying to preserve an existence because he has no life. His despair is very deep at this point in the
story.
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Part 2 Chapter 79

Part 2 Chapter 79 Summary

Pi noticed that there were sharks around the lifeboat all the time, mainly at sunrise and sunset. Pi could catch the sharks
with his bare hands when they swam past the boat. He would throw them over to Richard Parker's area of the boat. The
tiger would paw at the sharks until he had clubbed them to death and then eat them. Once a shark got hold of one of
Richard Parker's paws and injured the tiger. Pi would catch the small, young sharks and kill and eat them himself.

Part 2 Chapter 79 Analysis

Pi continues to characterize his existence, one of his sources of food being sharks. One of the main sources of Pi's
entertainment was watching the tiger and how he reacted to certain things. In this chapter, he enjoyed watching Richard
Parker's response to the shark, not having any experience with predatory fish.
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Part 2 Chapter 80

Part 2 Chapter 80 Summary

Pi beganto spend more time on the boat following an incident with Richard Parker. During a storm of flying fish, a large
dorado landed in the boat. Pi picked up the fish and out of the corner of his eye saw Richard Parker staring at him. He
turned to face the crouching tiger sure that his end had come. His raft was not nearby and neither was the whistle, so he
stared the tiger down. The stare lasted for a couple of seconds and Richard Parker licked his nose and averted his gaze. Pi
had won. From that time on he spent more time on the lifeboat, even going so far as to sleep on the tarpaulin with his
back to the tiger.

Part 2 Chapter 80 Analysis

This chapter is an important one in the likelihood of survival for Pi. Now that he has the tiger tamed, for the most part,
the greatest foe in his survival is his own will. Through this victory over the tiger, Pi has gained comfort in being able to
spend more time on the lifeboat. This episode also shows how much Pi is becoming more like an animal and driven by
survival instincts. He was ready to fight the tiger for the fish.
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Part 2 Chapter 81

Part 2 Chapter 81 Summary

In thinking back, Pi finds it hard to believe that he survived his relationship with Richard Parker. He attributes his
survival with the tiger to two things, Richard Parker's tendency toward seasickness and the fact that Pi provided all his
food and water. The tiger would not have survived had it not been for Pi providing for him. These actions gifted Pi with
the power over the tiger.

Part 2 Chapter 81 Analysis

In this chapter, Pi explains how his survival depended on gaining power. As we read at the beginning of the book,
gaining power was about conquering his will and finding that he had a strong will to live. To live, he had to gain power
over the tiger, which he has been able to do by making the tiger dependent on him for food and water.
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Part 2 Chapter 82

Part 2 Chapter 82 Summary

Water was a huge concern for Pi and he obsessed about it. He collected rainwater and used the stills to turn sea water into
drinking water. Even with his diligence, they narrowly survived. Pi always made sure Richard Parker had as much water
as he could drink. Food was also always a concern and at times it was plentiful, but more often, it was not. Pi had to give
generously to the tiger at the cost of his own hunger and thirst because Pi knew his life would end quickly if the tiger
became desperate for food. Pi also painfully came to realize how animal-like he was becoming when the sounds and
behavior of his supping sounded just like that of the tiger's.

Part 2 Chapter 82 Analysis

Pi discusses how close he came to not surviving because of the lack of food and water. He had to work so hard just to
continue to live for an uncertain future. He also had to continue feeding and watering the tiger. Richard Parker now
seems to have become a symbol of hope. Pi continues to feed his hope to prevent it from becoming his death. If he did
not believe he was going to survive, why would he continue feeding the tiger? At the same time Pi finds that he is taking
on more and more of the tiger's attributes and is becoming an animal himself.
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Part 2 Chapter 83

Part 2 Chapter 83 Summary

A great storm kicked up one afternoon and the sea began to rage with enormous swells. Pi's little lifeboat rode the swells
up and then sped down the opposite side. Pi was able to cover the entire boat with the tarpaulin and crawl underneath to
relative safety. Richard Parker's territory was under the tarp and in the blackness underneath, Pi does not know the
whereabouts of the tiger except for his growling. The storm raged, the boat went up and down the swells at 60-degree
angles and Pi and the tiger were thrashed about, almost drowning. The next morning, Pi saw that his little raft was gone,
the lifeboat was in bad shape and much of the food Pi had stored was gone or ruined. Pi did manage to salvage one
whistle.

Part 2 Chapter 83 Analysis

Pi will no longer have his private raft available, so he will have to live full time on the boat with Richard Parker.
Fortunately, he was able to recover the last orange whistle to survive the storm. The storm is significant because it also
forced Pi and Richard Parker to inhabit the same space, under the tarp for an entire night. Additionally, they will now
have to inhabit the boat together all the time.
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Part 2 Chapter 84

Part 2 Chapter 84 Summary

Pi and Richard Parker came eye to eye with a whale. Pi was awakened by the whale's blowhole. He looked over the edge
of the boat, right into the eye of the whale. Pi believed the whale was looking for a mate and obviously changed his mind
after further inspection of Pi and his companion, the tiger. Pi also saw many dolphins. One group of them stayed with
him an entire day. He also saw a few birds, one of them being the masked booby, which he caught, killed and ate. He fed
the leftovers to Richard Parker.

Part 2 Chapter 84 Analysis

Pi marveled at the gentleness and beauty of the whales and dolphins that he saw during his ordeal. Unlike most of the
other wildlife he mentions, he says nothing about killing and eating either the whales or the dolphins. He remarks that the
killing of whales is a horrible crime. This type of remark may seem a bit hypocritical considering that in the same chapter
he tells how he broke the neck of the booby and ate it. This contradiction illustrates the disparity between Pi's intellect
and his survival instincts.
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Part 2 Chapter 85

Part 2 Chapter 85 Summary

Pi and Richard Parker experienced a fantastic lightning storm. Pi was struck by the beauty and wonder of it all. Richard
Parker was terrified. Pi reveled in the close call with a lightning strike. All the while he talked to the tiger about the entire
spectacle.

Part 2 Chapter 85 Analysis

In this chapter, the theme of the appreciation of natural wonders appears. Pi is impressed and mystified by the lightning
crashing all around him. Rather than being afraid, he thinks of the hugeness and majesty of the universe. This is one time
Pi feels happiness. The tiger, however, is cowering in terror. Also of note in this chapter, Pi begins to speak to Richard
Parker as if he's another person. Pi may be starting to anthropomorphize the tiger.
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Part 2 Chapter 86

Part 2 Chapter 86 Summary

Pi saw a ship coming toward them. This only happened once during his ordeal. Pi called out to Richard Parker. Pi
thought that, finally, his mother, father and brother have come to rescue him. At almost the last minute, Pi realized that
the ship was not coming for him but bearing down on his little lifeboat. The ship passed, never noticing the castaways in
its wake. Pi and Richard Parker watched longingly as the ship became a speck on the horizon. Pi cried out to the tiger
that he loved him and could not make it without him. He also promised the tiger that he will deliver him to land.

Part 2 Chapter 86 Analysis

Pi's hopes of rescue are renewed with the passing ship. Pi still thinks of his missing family. The ship passes, as do Pi's
hopes. Pi makes it apparent that without the tiger giving him purpose and hope, he would not have made it. One of the
themes of this chapter touches on the strange relationship that Pi and Richard Parker have with each other and that they
need each other to survive.
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Part 2 Chapter 87

Part 2 Chapter 87 Summary

One of Pi's methods of escapism was to temporarily asphyxiate himself by putting a cloth over his face. When he put the
cloth over his face and fell into a daze, he would experience the most amazing dreams and hallucinations. Using his
"dream rag" helped him pass the time.

Part 2 Chapter 87 Analysis

Pi needed to periodically escape his situation and did so by putting a wet rag over his face and partially asphyxiating
himself. The hours passed very slowly at times and the rag trick helped them pass more quickly. Now that Pi no longer
had to be on guard against Richard Parker all the time, he had more time to relax and find alternate ways to entertain
himself.
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Part 2 Chapter 88

Part 2 Chapter 88 Summary

Pi's lifeboat came upon a collection of trash floating in the water. He was disgusted by the smell and the rotten food, but
he recovered an empty, floating wine bottle. Taking a page from his notebook he wrote a note telling of his plight, put the
message in the bottle and set the bottle afloat on the water.

Part 2 Chapter 88 Analysis

In an effort to alert someone, somewhere about his predicament, Pi puts a message in a bottle and sends it off, hoping
that his message will be received and he saved.
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Part 2 Chapter 89

Part 2 Chapter 89 Summary

Pi's suffering became intense. The sun and the sea ate away at everything. Pi and Richard Parker were slowly dying.
They were starving and thirsty and losing strength to even gather food and water. Both had lost weight and Pi was
spending the greater parts of the days sleeping in a semi-conscious state using his dream rag more than ever. In his diary,
Pi wrote of having no energy and predicting his imminent death. He also poked at the tiger to see whether he was still
alive, which he was. Then, instead of running out of paper in his diary, his pens ran out of ink.

Part 2 Chapter 89 Analysis

Pi reached the lowest point in his crisis and for the first time actually wished to die, predicted his death and discontinued
his diary entries because he is going to die. He slept most of the time and spent the rest of the time using his dream rag to
hallucinate. Richard Parker is also close to death, the fur in his coat begins to fall out and he is barely eating.
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Part 2 Chapter 90

Part 2 Chapter 90 Summary

Richard Parker went blind. For days, before Pi discovered his blindness, he rubbed his eyes and meowed. Then when Pi
threw him a fish, it hit him in the face and he made no reaction. Then Pi began to go blind. The next day, his blindness
was complete. Pi was barely alive and had again resolved to die. He said his goodbyes to Richard Parker and then heard a
voice speaking back to him asking if someone was there. He went on to have a lengthy conversation about food with the
voice. At one point he thought it must be Richard Parker speaking to him. The conversation continues. The other
individual was blind also. Pi kept falling asleep and falling into a delirious state. The voice asked for food and Pi tells
him he has none. Through their blindness the two found each other and embraced weeping. The two fall onto the
tarpaulin and the man began to grab at Pi and spoke of eating him. The man moved off the tarp, mistakenly, into Richard
Parker's territory. The tiger consumed him.

Part 2 Chapter 90 Analysis

The author writes this chapter in a stream-of-consciousness, dazed style. The lines between what is real and what is
hallucination becomes blurred to the point that the reader does not know whether the events in this chapter really
happened or was it just a maddening hallucination about another man or about the tiger having a conversation with Pi.
Each one of these possibilities is suggested in this chapter. Furthermore, if it is another man, is it Pi or the tiger who kills
and consumes him? Pi states that the experience of going blind and the death of this man caused a part of him to die
permanently.
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Part 2 Chapter 91

Part 2 Chapter 91 Summary

Pi boarded the man's boat to scavenge for food and anything else of value. Feeling around, he found some turtle meat,
fish, biscuit crumbs and water. Pi wept and wept and in 2 days, his vision returned. The sight he saw in the boat was
horrific. The man's body had been dismembered and picked apart by Richard Parker. Pi took one of the arms and used it
for bait. Then he found himself eating at the flesh of the body. Once he caught a fish he stopped eating at the body and
resolved to pray for the man's soul daily.

Part 2 Chapter 91 Analysis

Pi's sight is restored. Curiously, he goes blind just before the killing and eating of the other castaway and regains his
sight following the grisly episode. Morally, Pi shrinks lower than death in his cannibalism and he knows it because he
resolves to pray for the man daily. Since the body is so dismembered , however, he never knows who the person is.
Could the man have been another castaway from his ship?
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Part 2 Chapter 92

Part 2 Chapter 92 Summary

Pi saw trees in the near distance. He was so used to illusions and hallucinations he was not sure whether they were real or
not, but he continued to stare. As the boat approached the island, Pi discovered that the trees were real and he stepped off
the boat to investigate. The island had no soil; it was just a mass of algae. He was elated that they found the island and
yelled at Richard Parker that they were saved. He began eating the algae until he was full. Richard Parker, wobbly from
weakness, leapt from the boat and disappeared over a ridge. After a few wobbly days, Pi was able to walk again. Each
night, both Pi and Richard Parker returned to sleep in the boat. After a few days, Pi decided to explore the island. He
found that it was all algae and inhabited by meerkats, a small, furry, carnivorous animal related to the mongoose. The
meerkats fed on freshly dead fish that they had not killed. Pi was mystified. Both Pi and Richard Parker grew stronger
and returned to life. Pi decided to vacate the boat and sleep in a nearby tree. The first night he discovered that all the
meerkats vacated the island floor and slept in the trees. Pi woke up one night to see all the ponds full of dead fish. In the
morning the fish were all gone. It was a mystery. Later, Pi found what he believes to be a fruit tree. He picked the fruit,
wrapped in layers of leaves and found a human tooth in each of the half dozen that he picked. The mystery of the island
was revealed to him; it was a carnivorous island by night. The island had eaten all the fish and a human. It had not eaten
the meerkats because they escaped to the trees at night. Pi and Richard Parker reluctantly boarded the lifeboat and pushed
off.

Part 2 Chapter 92 Analysis

Once again, the author writes this chapter in a way that it is not clear as to whether this episode really happened to Pi or
whether it was a dream or hallucination. Nevertheless, the island seems to be a symbol of Pi, Richard Parker and their
floating island, the lifeboat. Everything with which they come into contact, they consume as carnivores, including a
human being. Pi is repulsed and terrified by the island.
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Part 2 Chapter 93

Part 2 Chapter 93 Summary

Pi was completely tired of his crisis, but death would not come to him. During this time of the last days of his suffering,
in his lowest times, his mind turned to higher thoughts and his heart turned to God.

Part 2 Chapter 93 Analysis

This chapter is full of despair and hopelessness. Even though Pi now wants to die, his death will not come. Even in his
darkest moments, he experiences redemption in his religious beliefs and in God.
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Part 2 Chapter 94

Part 2 Chapter 94 Summary

Pi, Richard Parker and the lifeboat finally landed in Mexico. Pi was extremely weak. Richard Parker had already jumped
off the boat. Before disappearing forever, he stopped for a few moments on the beach still staring into the jungle. Pi
hoped he would look back and make some sign to conclude their relationship. He didn't. Pi was now all alone and felt
abandoned by his family and Richard Parker. He cried, wishing he had said something to the tiger, thanking him for
saving his life. Later that day, he was found by some locals and taken by police to a hospital to recover. From there,
doors opened and generosity flowed from Mexicans and Canadians to help him.

Part 2 Chapter 94 Analysis

Pi's tale as a castaway comes to an end on a Mexican beach and he is almost too weak to notice. What he does notice is
that his companion, Richard Parker, abandons him without so much as a glance back. The tiger is able to put the ordeal
immediately behind him and leap into a new jungle. Pi desired a conclusion to the relationship, which he never received.
He wanted to know that he held some chard of significance to the tiger.
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Part 3 Chapter 95

Part 3 Chapter 95 Summary

The author tells the story of two men from the Japanese Ministry of Transportation that were dispatched to the town in
Mexico where Pi recovered to interview him regarding the sinking of the ship. They interviewed Pi for 3 hours and
supplied the transcript to the author.

Part 3 Chapter 95 Analysis

The purpose of this chapter is to set up what is to follow in Part 3. The following chapters include an interview with Pi
about his ordeal as told to the Japanese officials.
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Part 3 Chapter 96

Part 3 Chapter 96 Summary

The interview with the Japanese officials began. The date was February 19, 1978. The men wanted to hear from him how
the ship sank and what happened to the cargo on the ship. They began by asking Pi to tell them what happened in as
much detail as possible.

Part 3 Chapter 96 Analysis

The interview begins with introductions. The men feed Pi a cookie and then ask him to tell them his story. He obliges.

Part 3 Chapter 96 100



Part 3 Chapter 97

Part 3 Chapter 97 Summary

"The story."

Part 3 Chapter 97 Analysis

Pi tells his story to the officials, which obviously he does not need to repeat since he just finished telling it to the reader.
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Part 3 Chapter 98

Part 3 Chapter 98 Summary

After Pi finished telling his story, the two men remarked to each other, in Japanese, that they found the story interesting.
Then they excused themselves to take a short break.

Part 3 Chapter 98 Analysis

The two officials are skeptical of Pi and his fantastic tale. He had no idea about their feelings because they spoke only
Japanese in front of him.
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Part 3 Chapter 99

Part 3 Chapter 99 Summary

The officials returned from their break to tell Pi that they did not believe his story. Then they proceeded to pick the story
apart. Pi proved his points and defended his memory. Finally, the men demanded to hear the real story, or in Pi's
understanding, a story without animals. Pi proceeded to tell them a horribly gory tale about the shipwreck and his
survival that did not involve animals. After the ship sank, the cook, from a lifeboat, threw Pi a lifebuoy and pulled him
into the boat. There were four in the lifeboat: Pi, his mother, the cook and a sailor. The sailor had broken his leg from a
fall. The cook, who was a bully, amputated his leg and used it for bait. The sailor soon died and the cook butchered him.
Pi and his mother were horrified. Pi's mother continually berated the cook for eating the sailor and the cook eventually
butchered Pi's mother in front of him. After a few days, in a moment of opportunity, Pi stabbed the cook with a knife and
killed him. Then Pi ate him. Pi concluded his story. The Japanese men drew the parallels to his original story and asked
him a battery of follow-up questions. The men conceded that the reason the ship sank lies at the bottom of the Pacific
Ocean. Pi then asked which story they preferred. They both reply that they like the story with the animals. "Thank you.
And so it goes with God," Pi replied. The men left.

Part 3 Chapter 99 Analysis

Pi offers an alternate story to the Japanese officials because they don't believe his original story. The second story he
offers is hopelessly gory and tragic. Instead of animals, there are people and they eat each other. Pi is the biggest
cannibal of them all. The suggestion of the alternate story offers tragic twist leaving the reader to wonder which story is
true. Each reader will have different viewpoints on this subject.
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Part 3 Chapter 100

Part 3 Chapter 100 Summary

The author recalled the letter he received from the Japanese official that recounted the interview with Pi to have been
"difficult and memorable." He admired Pi's intellect and wit. He included his final report in the letter to the author.
Essentially, the final report said that Pi had no conclusive knowledge about the reason the ship sank. It also discussed
weather, crew fitness, etc. The report concluded with a note about Pi and his amazing fortitude in surviving his ordeal,
especially given that he had to survive in the company of an adult tiger.

Part 3 Chapter 100 Analysis

The Japanese official decides to believe Pi's original story and believe in the tiger. He offers the reader a further
characterization of Pi, post crisis, saying that he is an amazing, courageous and intelligent young man. Plus, he survived
longer than any other known castaway.
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