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INCONGRESS, JuLy 4, 1y
XDl CL ARATAOG

By THE REPRESENTATIVES or THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
In GENERAL CONGRESS AssEMBLED.

HEN in the Courle of human Events, it becomes neceffiry for one People to diffolve the Paliti el b i
with ancther, and to affume among the Fowers of the !_‘:JI’LII‘ thie fe JJ’J:JIe and eutial 5;;11;qnu::::cs:il?i':ﬁd*ri::lt:]llwl.:h:? C;':Tjﬂ!"dl;gm}
{ i : cipe Ynirions of M R 5 ws. of Naturo 3 o
I:~ﬂ:r:=€:r;’aﬁtti-:|11l.m s, S tkpbilapRtE f Lk;”""‘ of Mankind requires thie shey thould declare the caufes which impel them
We held thele Troths to be felf-evident, that all Men sre created equal,  that they are end . - =
gnalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuic urlIi.eppincfn—‘-'-l'lr.n to [k:l:::-:]::#; ;?ﬂ;tcmémr with certiin
initituted among Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confeat of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government bruunﬁ’»s f!:eﬂ m'ﬂl-'_mmcms il
Lnds, it 1= the Bight of the Peaple. to dlter or toabolith ir, and to inflitute new Government, luving its Foundation on fuch I"rin:[ 1 i d"" of .lh.‘)‘f‘
i1z Powers in fuch Form, as 1o them fhall feem moft likely to cffect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, ‘will diftate that Eigvu. kel i
tbfihed fontd not be changed for light and tranfient Ciufes; and accordingly all Experience hath {hewn, thar Mankind are more dify 1:::““‘;”-“ long el
Yevils ure fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they ure accoftomed.  But when a long Train of Abufes ‘qEQUf m .ff&r' e
ing invariably the fime Object, evinces & Delfign to reduce them under abiolute Pelpotifin, it is their Righe, it inh:i.r Pk, o 'lhﬂ?w‘o‘f rmgul;ans, purli-
and to pravide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the paticat Sufferance of thefe Calanies; and fuch is now the Necelli u\:h' hﬂ\"r“;::iﬂr‘.
them ta alter their former Syflems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Grear-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated Injurics arﬁ U;c CHIERLT
having in direft Object the El tablithnent of anabfolute Tyranny over thele Statea.  Ta prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to a candid World zpations, all
He has refufed lis Affent to Laws, the moft whelelome and m;r.cﬂ:lr}r for the public Good. >
e has farkidden his Governors to pals Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, enlels (bipended in theic Operation till hi 3
und when [0 lufpended, he has u:ccrl}rpnc ledied to ntt-:lrlui ot W i pecation till his Afiznt thould be obtained ;
Fir has refuled 1o pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts ef People, unlels thefe People would relingui s T
the L:;I:iﬂ.nun. 2 I'(EEI[L ineftinable to them, and i’m'midablulm"l‘jr.mftr. ::r{:y_ i : relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
Hir has called together Legiflative Bodics at Plices unufual, sncomfortable, end diftant from the Depafitary of their i
fatigning them iumo(:nmplil%c‘: with his Meafures. s public Becords, for the Gle Purpofe of
Hr hus difiofved Reprelentative Houles repeatedly, for appefing with munly Firmaefs his lnvafions on the Rights of the Poople.
Fir has refufid fora long Time, after (uch Difolutions, to cadle btisers to be clefted ; whereby the Legiflativé Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have -
turned tothe People at large for their exercifey the State remainitg in the mean time cepoled to afl the Dangers of Invafion from withoue, apd nguﬁ‘m J.‘-Ek.'-'-
. has endeavoursd to prevent the Population of theft States 5 for that Parpole obftrudting the Laws for Naturalization of 1:gniguﬂu" s :on?m:h.m.
to enconrage their Migrations: hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. BT EORL I
[ hae ehitrutted the Adminitration of Juftice, by refuling his Affene to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on hie Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amountand Payment of their Saliries.

1ie his erefted a Muliitade of new Offices, and fent hither Swarms of Officers to harrals our People, und en}; ot their Subft;n:;‘::q

11e has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armics, witheut the confent of vur Legifiatures,

1r has affected to ronder the Military independent o and fuperior to the Civil Vower.

v lyas combined with others to fabject us to a Jurifiliction oreign to our Conflitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ;. giving his Afle .
retended Lepiflation : i b 1 giving his Afient 1o their Ads of

¥ Fon quastering large Bodics of Armed Troaps among us £ :
Fou protefing them, by a mack Trial, from Punithment far any Murders which they fhenld commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States ;
For cutting rjsl‘ aur Trade with all Parts of the World: ™ '
Fonr impoling Taxes on us without cur Cenfent &
Fox depriving vs; in many Cafes; of the Benefits of Trial by Juey :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences ¢
Fou ahalithing the free Syltem of Englifth Laws in 2 nel hbouring Provines, eflablithing thesein an arbitrary ¥ n e .
a8 to tender it nr.bouc: an E x)::mp!e and ﬁ% Inftrument for inﬁ'udnnil:g the fame abflure Rule into thefi Ca]uni‘.:: :GO'L': PR el Bl g s DG &
Fon taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valusble Laws, and altcring fundamentally the Forms of our Governments <
Fog fulpending our own Legiflatares, and declaring themielves invelted with Power to legiflafe for us in all Cafes whatioever,
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection end wiging War aguinft us.
e las plundered our Seas, ravaged nurfoafks. h;:;nt aut '!;wns. and deftrbyed the Lives of our People.
He is at this Time, tranfporting large Armiss of forcign Mercenaries to compleas the Waorls of Death, Defulation, anny Il
cumftances of Cruslty and Perhdy, gLL'nrc:iy paralleled in llm}-:mh& L;:I.I.’b.lrﬂu.'i Ageﬁ and totally unworthy the Head of n.ufn:itilgrf:;::ﬁnﬂmy SRETN O ot
¢ has conllrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas 1o bear Arns againit their Country, to beca X ey ic Fri
Bretheen or to fall themfelvcs by their Hands. P ¢ 5 e me the Executioners of thel Frizuds and
1 1 has excited domeitic Infurreétions amongft us, and las endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of out Frontiers i : e
Lnowa Hale of Warfare, is an undiflinguithed I%n:lru&ion. of all Ages, Sexesand Conditions. s the mercilels Todian Savages, whfe
Lt every flage of theie Oppreflion: we have Petitioned for Redrels in the moft humble Terms : Qur repeated Petitions have been anfwered only by re
ed Tujury. A Prince, whofe Charatter is thus mirked by every adt which may define o ‘Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a free People. LR
N o have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren,  We bave warned them from Time to Time of Attempts by their Eapillatore to extend
wniwarrantable Jurifdiftion over us, 'We have reminded them of the Circomfances of our Emigration and Settlement here,  We have 2 hg_,],_-d o ‘:.E-‘m. t-n.“
Jufticz and Magnanimity, and we have conjured thent by the Ticsof cur comnton Kindred to difavew thefe Ufurpations, which wm.|.ipgtfﬂ.iul,:| -l'; ." n,f "_:
Canneftions and Corsefpondence,  They tog have been Jeaf ta the Voice of Juftice and of Conlinguinity. We mufty therefore n:.quki'r_wc in the '\73;::;:" mﬂJ h I.j].T
denounces QLll;‘:'il‘:]u)':‘_I:iUI'l, and hiold :In-m,f s erlm':-él I:hu refk of M.—-.n]:\inf, Enwcsies i War, in Peace; Friends, 3 : Ty, -ich
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives o the UNITED STATESOF AMERICA, in Gax A - y
ealing to the Supreme Judg the Wordd for the Reftitude of our Intentions, do, in the MName, :ur.-E’h:.l Amhg;];;ﬁ' 1[,:g[,(;dopr:‘: 1: JL; :]’wff{ii?ls:;d' 15'
iy Publith und Declars, That thefs United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Tnee ano Inorrevpess § '!JA Tre; that m‘:s. =
1 Allegiance to the Britidh Crown, and thae all political Connedtion beeween them und the State of Great-Eritain, is and oun r]1:m be t ‘4; 3 TLI:
atad Frre AND IRDEPANDENT ST oaTEs deybhave full Power to levy War, conclude Peace Jccm:r).dt ill,- \:: J.gllji‘h:h
Commierce, and to doall other Adtsand Things which [NDEPENDEN T STATES nuy uI'r:'glu. do. Andfur t-‘!rfu;wpurr ot Dc;l.mn‘. 5 \.:I
firm Relionce en the Proteftion of e Providence, we mutually pledge toeach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and vur facred Flanor, i s inl

Sigued Iy O R ER and in Benwarv of the Coneress,
e JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT.
ATTEST.

CIMARLES THOMSON, SEcRETARY,

Purianilrita: Prnruvepr 2y Jonw DeNtar
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